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INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Preface:

Introduction to Rural Development We are pleased to
present the inaugural edition of "Introduction to Rural
Development,” tailored for the first semester of the
F.Y.B.A. program at the University of Mumbai. This
edition is crafted in response to the latest academic
syllabus and examination patterns established in
June 2023. It embraces the Choice Based Credit,
Grading, and Semester system promoted by the
University. The landscape of rural development is
evolving rapidly, influenced by global sustainability
goals and the pressing needs of rural populations.
This course is designed to impart a comprehensive
understanding of rural development, integrating
theoretical foundations with practical insights
essential for addressing the unique challenges faced
by rural areas. This edition features detailed
discussions on contemporary issues in rural
development such as sustainable agriculture, rural
entrepreneurship, and community empowerment. It
includes case studies from real-world rural initiatives,
and sections on innovative practices like digital
technology in agriculture and rural finance solutions
that are revolutionizing rural livelihoods. Moreover,
the curriculum goes beyond theoretical learning,
offering insights into the practical applications of rural
development principles in actual scenarios.
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This hands-on approach ensures that students not
only acquire knowledge but also learn how to apply
these principles effectively to make tangible
improvements in rural communities.

We express our sincere appreciation to Kindle Direct
Publishing for their unwavering support and
dedication in publishing this book. Their expertise
has been crucial in making this educational resource
available. We hope this book becomes an
indispensable tool for all students pursuing a career
in rural development and enhances their academic
and professional journey. July 2, 2023

Authors
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INTRODUCTION TO
RURAL DEVELOPMENT

INTRODUCTION

India, as a developing country, has prioritized the
development of rural areas. The rural economy
exerts a significant influence on the Indian economy.
The rural areas exhibit higher rates of poverty,
illiteracy, and unemployment. Consequently,
economic development becomes increasingly
significant in rural development. Rural development
Is the systematic effort to enhance and improve the
conditions and infrastructure of rural areas within a
country. Rural Development is a program that
focuses on taking action and studying the social
science aspects of rural communities and their
issues. While other social sciences focus on specific
aspects of social life, rural development's social
science encompasses a wide range of topics.

This study considers the social, political, and
economic aspects of rural development.


https://app.designrr.io/projectHtml/1665695?token=0b035f83b2bfda7700982376bfc541fc&embed_fonts=&pdf=1

INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT

The significance of rural life has increased in the
social fabric of India. India is predominantly a rural
nation. India has a total of 627,000 villages.
Approximately 75% of India's entire population
resides in rural areas. Numerous villages are
exceedingly diminutive. Certain villages are located
in remote areas, either in hilly regions or deep
valleys. Several villages are located in desert
regions, the Himalayan mountain ranges, and along
seashores, based on geographical diversity. Villages
in remote areas are geographically isolated from the
main network of villages and cities. Consequently,
life in these isolated rural areas is characterized by
numerous difficulties and a lack of development.


https://app.designrr.io/projectHtml/1665695?token=0b035f83b2bfda7700982376bfc541fc&embed_fonts=&pdf=1

INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Despite 63 years of Independence, this
underdeveloped rural society is still deprived of even
the most fundamental amenities. Providing the
fundamental necessities to this community is of
utmost importance. Rural development refers to the
provision of essential services such as clean drinking
water, education, healthcare, housing, and basic food
necessities, which are fundamental daily
requirements. Villages are the essence of India.
Rabindranath Tagore's statement, "Preserving
vilages means preserving the human race,”
accurately emphasizes the importance of rural
preservation. Similarly, Mahatma Gandhi believed
that the destruction of villages equates to the
destruction of India. Hence, it is crucial to recognize
and harness the potential of natural resources in
order to promote rural development.

THE NOTION OF RURAL
DEVELOPMENT

While a comprehensive understanding of rural
development is lacking, some scholars have
sporadically proposed a few concepts related to rural
development. Prior to comprehending the concept of
rural development, itis crucial to grasp the definitions
of the terms "rural” and "development.”
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Rural - The term 'rural’ is linked to the countryside
community. A rural area refers to geographical
regions that possess distinct characteristics.
According to certain sociologists, a village is defined
as a settlement that is distinct from a city. A person
who cultivates land is referred to as a villager, and
the community in which these villagers reside is
known as a village. A rural society is characterized
by farming as the primary occupation and main
source of livelihood for its inhabitants within a
specific geographical area. A rural community is
defined as a community where farming constitutes
the primary occupation or means of livelihood for
50% or more of the population in a given
geographical area. A geographical area is classified
as rural if over 50% of its population relies on
agriculture.

Development - This term "development” is commonly
employed in the field of economics. The term
"development" in the context of rural development
encompasses three  essential  components:
agricultural development, economic development,
and overall development of the rural community.
These are the three crucial components of rural
development. 'Development' refers to the process of
improving the economic situation of a financially
disadvantaged community.

Rural Development:
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1.Rural development, as defined by Robert
McNamara, focuses on the advancement of
disadvantaged rural communities such as small
farmers, landless farmers, and rural artisans, as well
as the overall progress of rural areas.

2.Rural  development, as defined by Dr
Swaminathan, is the systematic improvement of the
disadvantaged segments of rural society to enhance
their overall strength and well-being.

3.Chester Bolls asserts that rural development
encompasses more than just agriculture. It involves
enhancing the quality of small-scale industries,
promoting educational advancement, establishing
advanced communication infrastructure, providing
rural electrification, improving rural healthcare,
establishing population control centers, and fostering
the growth of rural culture.

4.Rural development entails empowering the rural
population to adopt a self-sufficient lifestyle by
offering them technical and other necessary
resources.

5.Rural development refers to the process of
improving the living conditions and overall well-being
of rural areas by addressing issues such as poverty,
unemployment, illiteracy, and healthcare.

10
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6.Rural development refers to the effective and
efficient utilization of the existing natural resources to
bring about positive and significant progress in the
most impoverished segment of the rural society. The
above concepts clearly indicate that rural
development entails implementing measures to
improve the economic conditions of the most
impoverished segment of the rural population. To
address these issues, programs such as poverty
eradication and employment generation need to be
implemented. In addition, it is necessary to establish
a society that actively strives to reduce the basic
necessities to a minimum. It is crucial to study and
address the problems faced by rural areas, including
rural life, rural communities, and their development.
Finding solutions and implementing them within the
rural society is highly important. Additionally,
exploring new opportunities for rural development is
expected.

The following elements should be included when
providing a comprehensive explanation of rural
development programs.

1.Satisfying the basic requirements. The objective is
to establish the provision of clean drinking water in
every village, ensure the availability of high-quality
food grains at an affordable cost, provide housing,
electrify rural areas, establish educational and
healthcare facilities, among other initiatives.

11
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2. Establishing agricultural-based industries at the
village level, developing essential infrastructure for
these industries, and ensuring access to
transportation, communication, and market facilities.

3. Generating employment opportunities in rural
areas or nearby regions and establishing long-term
productive assets.

4. Establishing primary educational facilities in
villages and hamlets, while also ensuring the
provision of secondary schools in central locations
within the village. Wherever feasible, implementing
junior colleges and enhancing the educational
standards of rural communities.

5. Offering library amenities, television apparatus,
and agricultural outreach programs to foster cultural
advancement and societal transformation.

6. Enacting initiatives to eliminate irrational beliefs,
offering complimentary or discounted healthcare
services, establishing medical centers to enhance
the workforce's capabilities and fully utilize this asset
in the progress of society.

7. Cultivating self-reliance, collaboration, and
leadership skills while actively seeking solutions to
problems.

12
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8. Expanding the infrastructure of roadways in rural
areas, upgrading unpaved roads to durable paved
roads, improving transportation services, and
establishing large market facilities in urban areas for
agricultural products from rural areas.

9. Exploiting the existing natural resources and
utilizing the untapped natural resource for economic
growth, while also replenishing the essential
components.

10. Ensuring the provision of essential infrastructure
and sufficient funding for the development of
agriculture, as well as related agricultural activities
and supporting occupations.

Assess your current level of advancement:

Rural development refers to the process of improving
the economic, social, and environmental conditions
in rural areas. It involves implementing strategies and
initiatives to enhance the quality of life and promote
sustainable growth in these regions.

The nature of rural development refers to the inherent
characteristics and features of the process of
improving and advancing rural areas.

13
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To gain a clear understanding of rural development, it
is crucial to independently comprehend the
sociological structure and process associated with it
in the field of social science.

Rural Development as a Social Science

1) Investigation of the rural community and their
challenges:

A comprehensive analysis of the rural environment
and its resident community is conducted. The study
of social, economic, political, and cultural aspects is
considered in rural environments. Issues such as
poverty, illiteracy, superstitions, poor health, lack of
motivation, fatalistic attitude, resistance to lifestyle
changes, or disinterest in personal growth are
evident. The study of social sciences in rural
development provides an explanation for the
aforementioned issues.

2) Discussion on idealism

INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT
14
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This issue explores the measures to be adopted
when studying the problems faced by rural
communities. Suggested measures include rural
diversification, creating self-employment
opportunities for the unemployed, involving rural
people in grassroots planning through gram-sabha,
raising awareness through voluntary organizations,
and promoting the development of marginalized
sections of society through cooperation. The
concepts of Gram Swarajya and decentralization of
democracy, as advocated by Mahatma Gandhi, are
ideal for effecting change in rural communities.
Guidance is provided in the field of social science
pertaining to rural development in order to transform
the current state of affairs into an idealistic state.

3) Scientific Attitude and Recommended Aspects

Facets are particularly significant in the field of rural
development within the social sciences due to the
action-oriented nature of this discipline. The concept
of rural social science emerged with the aim of
addressing the challenges faced by rural
communities. The study of both governmental and
non-governmental programs is conducted in this rural
social science field.

4) Interconnected Scientific Aspects

15
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Rural development, as a social science,
encompasses the materialistic, humanistic, and
scientific aspects. Agriculture and rural economy,
genetic engineering, and environmental science are
distinct aspects of this subject. It addresses all the
aspects of this aspect.

Assess your current level of advancement:

Rural development is a field of study that falls under
the umbrella of social science. It involves the
examination and analysis of the social, economic,
and political factors that contribute to the
development and improvement of rural areas.

1.3.2 Rural Development as a Process

Rural development is a crucial endeavor aimed at
fostering comprehensive progress and transformation
within rural communities. The nature of it can be
described as follows:

Social unrest:

16
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The community development program was initiated
with the aim of fostering rural development. After a
few years, it evolved into a popular uprising and a
widespread movement. Rural development is a
program that is designed to benefit and be controlled
by the people who live in rural areas. In order to
facilitate rural development, it is crucial for rural
communities to possess a proactive mindset towards
instigating societal transformation. This entails
fostering spontaneous and vigorous involvement
from the populace. Balwantrai Mehta proposed the
idea of democratic decentralization and a three-tier
Panchayat Raj system. The three-tier system of
Panchayat raj was established based on his
recommendation. Non-governmental organizations
also stepped up. The co-operative movement
facilitated the advancement of the development
process by providing mobility.

Comprehensive Goals:

17
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The objectives of rural development are
comprehensive and encompass all aspects of rural
life. Objectives such as agricultural development,
utilization of water resources, infrastructure
development, human resource development,
conservation of natural resources, economic
development, and social change have been
proposed. In order to achieve these objectives, a
variety of programs, schemes, and projects have
been implemented. Consequently, the goal of rural
development has expanded significantly.

Manufacturing Sectors:

Promoting the growth of agricultural processing
industries, stimulating industrialization in rural areas,
and establishing cooperative-based industries to
ensure maximum benefits for producers.

ENHANCING
INFRASTRUCTURE:

Offering  transportation and communication
infrastructure, ensuring access to clean drinking
water, implementing rural electrification, elevating the
standard of education to its maximum potential,
delivering healthcare services, and fostering an
environment conducive to the growth of human
resources.

18
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Assess your current level of advancement:

1) Rural development is a crucial endeavor that aims
to achieve comprehensive progress. Please provide
a detailed explanation.

The scope of rural development encompasses
various aspects and activities aimed at improving the
economic, social, and environmental conditions in
rural areas.

India is a geographically large country. The area
measures 32,87,263 square kilometers. The
country's population exceeds 1.2 billion, with 70%
residing in rural areas. Geographical conditions vary
across different locations. Rural areas exhibit
significant variations in climate, rainfall, soil quality,
natural resources, and diverse occupational
activities. Various regions exhibit distinct issues in
their rural areas. Several initiatives were
implemented during the post-independence era,
however, none of them were able to provide a
resolution to these issues. Rural development has
become increasingly significant in addressing the
issues prevalent in rural areas. Hence, the scope of
rural development is vast. The following points
elucidate this concept.

In order to effect a transformation in the occupational
composition of rural areas -

19
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Rural areas predominantly rely on agriculture as their
primary occupation. Of the entire population, 64.5%
are directly involved in agricultural activities.
However, the majority of small and marginal farmers
adhere to traditional farming methods, which hinder
their progress. Owing to the volatile economic
situation, it was not feasible to make capital
investments in the agricultural sector, leading to the
stagnation of agricultural development. Hence, it is
crucial to provide credit facilities to the agricultural
sector, ensure access to water resources, and supply
agricultural tools and equipment, as well as support
allied and subsidiary occupations. Providing the rural
population with occupations can serve as a means of
generating consistent income for families. The scope
of rural development is vast when considering rural
occupations and industries.

ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS -

In order to facilitate rural development, itis imperative
to ensure the provision of fundamental amenities in
rural areas. The scope of rural development has
expanded significantly to encompass the
development and provision of facilites such as
transportation, communication, employment
opportunities, markets, electricity supply, and water

supply.

Industrial Development:

20.-174
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The occupations conducted in rural areas primarily
belong to the primary sector. This is the origin of the
raw material. However, the urban areas have the
highest concentration of processing industries for raw
materials. Consequently, the traders in urban areas
are the ones who benefit from the production, while
the economic situation in rural areas remains
unchanged. Hence, it is highly probable that the
establishment of raw material processing industries
should take place in rural areas.

Societal progress —

Individuals belonging to various castes and religions
inhabit the rural regions. Furthermore, numerous
antiquated and undesirable customs are observed
within the rural community. This leads to detrimental
impacts on the advancement of the rural community.
The rural community is dispersed and faces
numerous challenges in the underdeveloped areas
where they reside. It is crucial to involve the entire
community in the development process in order to
ensure comprehensive development. The scope of
rural development has expanded significantly in
order to address the fundamental issues and promote
social progress in this community.

HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT —

21-174
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Optimal utilization of the available human resource
can only be achieved by fully harnessing the
potential of rural human resource. In order to promote
education and ensure access to advanced learning
opportunities, it is imperative to provide higher
education. In order to enhance skills in human
resource training, it is necessary to provide
appropriate facilities. Health facilities are crucial for
enhancing efficiency and safeguarding the human
workforce. Only then can we fully harness the
potential of human resources in the development
process. Thus, there is a wide range of opportunities
for developing human resources in rural areas, which
in turn stimulates economic growth.

Exploration and utilization of natural resources -

Rural areas possess a plentiful supply of natural
resources. Due to the lack of utilization, this natural
resource remains in a dormant state. In order to
facilitate economic development, a significant
amount of capital is necessary to develop this natural
resource. In order to achieve balanced economic
development, it is necessary to extensively focus on
the development of various factors such as land,
water, minerals, animal resources, and ocean wealth
within rural areas.

22 -174
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POPULATION
MANAGEMENT —

The primary impediment to rural development is the
rapid growth of the population. Uncontrolled
population growth hinders development at all costs.
Population control is a crucial determinant for the
extensive expansion of rural areas.

Assess your current level of advancement:

The scope of rural development refers to the extent
and range of activities and initiatives aimed at
improving the economic, social, and environmental
conditions in rural areas.

The objectives of rural development are as follows:

Under British rule, the self-sufficient villages suffered
significant destruction, leading to the emergence of
numerous issues. Following Independence, the
Indian government prioritized the implementation of
strategic programs aimed at fostering the
development of rural areas. Prior to implementing the
programs and schemes for rural development, certain
objectives were established. The following items are:

23
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1) Enhancing agricultural productivity -

Approximately 64.5% of the entire population relies
directly on agriculture for their livelihood. Given that
the majority of the population is involved in
agriculture, it is imperative to enhance agricultural
production through agricultural development. The
primary goal of rural development is to enhance
agricultural production through the implementation of
innovative technologies and techniques, as well as
by providing agricultural loans to increase
productivity per acre.

2) Investigation and Instruction -

Creating research centers, agricultural universities,
and agricultural colleges to promote rural
development. It is necessary to develop high yielding
variety seeds through research and ensure that they
are made available to producers. Additionally,
training programs should be implemented to educate
producers on how to use these seeds effectively.
Agricultural extension services should be developed
to support and promote related occupations.
Furthermore, new techniques and technologies
should be introduced to farmers and encourage their
adoption.

3) Establish agricultural processing industries -

24
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Raw  material processing industries  are
predominantly established in urban areas, which
consequently forces farmers to sell their raw
materials at significantly reduced prices. The raw
material is not available for purchase at the desired
price or quantity.

fair price. This further contributes to the farmer's
impoverished quality of life. Hence, in order to ensure
the farmer's welfare, it is imperative to establish
processing industries in rural areas rather than urban
areas. This is also a goal of rural development.

4) Activities carried out by allies and subsidiary
occupations -

Approximately 77% of the country's land relies on
irrigation for water supply. Thus, unemployment
continues for the remaining 8 months, excluding the
rainy season. Hence, the aim of fostering allied and
subsidiary professions is duly acknowledged in order
to generate employment opportunities.

25
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5) Facilitating the advancement of economically
disadvantaged segments through cooperation - with
the aim of uniting the less affluent sectors of rural
society. The objective is to alleviate the mistreatment
endured by small-scale farmers, marginal farmers,
agricultural laborers, and small traders through the
establishment of cooperative societies. The
objectives are to facilitate the dissemination of new
production techniques to farmers through
cooperation, to establish cooperative credit societies
to prevent the exploitation of farmers by
moneylenders, and to empower the weaker
segments of rural society.

by means of collaboration.

6) Meeting the fundamental needs of the rural
community -

The objective is to establish an enabling
environment for the growth of human resources in
rural areas by meeting essential requirements such
as food, clothing, shelter, education, health, access to
clean drinking water, and rural electrification, thereby
promoting the overall development of the rural
community.

7) Enacting self-employment initiatives -

26
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Offering vocational training to rural youths, extending
financial aid to marginalized segments of society,
and integrating the weaker sections into the
development initiatives to combat poverty.

8) Raising awareness -

The objective is to instill a sense of love, pride,
equality, unity, fraternity, and national integration in
the rural community. Promoting awareness among
the rural community to eradicate distinctions based
on caste, class, religion, and region.

9) Increased emphasis on rural industrialization -

Reducing the disparity between rural and urban
perspectives. To amalgamate the rural and urban
cultures.

10) To enhance the quality of life -

They should be provided with means of generating
income and developing their household resources.

11) To eradicate supernatural beliefs -

27
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The objective is to eradicate superstitious beliefs
from the rural community's mindset and foster a
scientific mindset. To distance the rural community
from detrimental or offensive traditions and cultures,
and to foster their independent growth.

12) Programs aimed at creating employment
opportunities -

Initiate employment-generating initiatives at the
grassroots level and generate tangible assets as a
result.

Monitor your advancement:

The objectives of rural development are to enhance
the economic, social, and environmental conditions
in rural areas through various strategies and
interventions.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
RURAL DEVELOPMENT

28
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Developing a scientific attitude is crucial for studying
rural communities in the context of rural
development. This medium enables the examination
of issues in rural areas and facilitates the
implementation of measures to address these
problems. The perspectives of Mahatma Gandhi hold
great significance in relation to the advancement of
rural areas. India's rural development is crucial for
the overall development of the country, as it is
primarily composed of villages. Without the
development of these villages, the country cannot be
considered fully developed. 80% of the entire
geographical area consists of rural areas. The
country cannot be considered developed until the
majority of the population residing in the largest
geographical area, specifically rural areas, is
developed. The Indian constitution has embraced the
principles of justice and equality. In order to
accomplish these goals, itis necessary to ensure that
rural areas have access to fundamental necessities
such as food, clothing, shelter, education, and
healthcare facilities.

29


https://app.designrr.io/projectHtml/1665695?token=0b035f83b2bfda7700982376bfc541fc&embed_fonts=&pdf=1

INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Prioritizing rural development is necessary to
address the economic disparity between rural and
urban areas. The politicians and planning
commission comprehend this. Starting from the 6th
five-year plan, there was a greater emphasis and
priority placed on rural development, resulting in
increased financial benefits and the implementation
of a more extensive rural development program.

Extent or range of something. This led to the
increased mobility of the rural development process.
However, not all of the issues faced by the rural
community were successfully resolved.

Rural development can be considered to have
occurred only when rural areas achieve self-
sufficiency. Rural development is crucial as it
enables the rural population to enhance their own
capabilities, thereby contributing to the economic
progress of their respective countries.

Assess your current level of advancement:

The importance of rural development lies in its ability
to enhance the economic, social, and environmental
conditions of rural areas, thereby promoting
sustainable growth and improving the quality of life
for rural communities.

30
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMS

Following independence, a limited number of
significant rural development programs were
executed. The programs implemented are as follows,
in accordance with the changing situations:

1) Program for the development of the community -

The 1952 community development program was
initiated with the aim of promoting comprehensive
development in rural communities, making them the
focal point of attention. Undertakings such as
agricultural development, fostering a positive mindset
in rural areas, cultivating responsible and
constructive leadership in rural development,
improving the economic conditions of the population,
and providing essential amenities in rural areas were
implemented.

2) Sectoral (divisional) development program -

These programs were initiated based on sectoral
division. To address the diverse issues in various
regions, specific programs were initiated for each
area instead of implementing a uniform program
nationwide. This approach effectively resolved the
problems in rural areas.
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3) Community Development Program -

Various demographic groups and classifications
residing in distinct geographical regions encounter
distinct challenges. To address these issues,
separate programs need to be developed for each
category. The issues faced by small farmers,
marginal farmers, agricultural laborers, landless
laborers, educated unemployed individuals, women,
and children are...

The group exhibited distinct differences. Separate
programs were established for each category.

4) Programs aimed at creating employment
opportunities -

Various forms of unemployment exist, including
seasonal unemployment, structural unemployment,
disguised unemployment, and intermittent
unemployment. In order to meet the fundamental
requirements of the rural population, it is necessary
to create employment opportunities. Several
employment generation programs have been
implemented to create skilled workers.

5) Minimum Needs Program -
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The minimum needs program is designed with the
primary objective of addressing the fundamental
requirements of the rural population. This program
addressed fundamental necessities such as
sustenance, attire, housing, education, healthcare,
potable water, rural electrification, road construction,
and the improvement of unsanitary rural areas. The
program encompassed various other needs and
requirements during its implementation. The purpose
was to furnish the fundamental requirements.

5) Integrated Rural Development Program -

The implementation of this program aims to uplift the
socio-economic status of the underprivileged
segments of rural society. Financial assistance was
provided to the disadvantaged segments of society to
facilitate the establishment of small and cottage
industries, in addition to promoting agricultural
production. This was highly beneficial in mitigating
poverty to a limited degree.

SCHEMES OF RURAL
DEVELOPMENT

INTRODUCTION
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The primary goal of rural development is to alleviate
poverty among the population and bridge the
growing disparity between the affluent and the
impoverished. The country's economic planning and
development process has prioritized the alleviation of
rural poverty. Rural development,  which
encompasses a wide range of improvements in the
overall quality of life in rural areas, can be achieved
by eliminating poverty in those areas. This goal can
be pursued through planning policies and various
development schemes, with a particular focus on
agricultural development, which is the primary
occupation of rural residents.

The primary initial programs were -

The Intensive Agricultural Area Program (IAAP) is a
program that focuses on promoting and supporting
intensive agricultural practices in specific areas.

The Intensive Agricultural District Program (IADP)

The High Yielding Varieties Program (HYVP)

The Rural Industries Projects (RIP) and Rural
Artisans Programs (RAP) are initiatives aimed at
supporting and promoting rural industries and
artisans.
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VARIOUS POVERTY
ALLEVIATION INITIATIVES
HAVE BEEN IMPLEMENTED.

In addition to the aforementioned programs, both the
central and state governments have implemented
numerous poverty alleviation initiatives targeting
rural populations. The following items are:

THE 20-POINT PROGRAM

This program has been a significant initiative in rural
development, addressing multiple facets of the rural
population. In July 1975, the program was introduced
by former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi with the aim
of reducing poverty and economic exploitation, as
well as uplifting the weaker sections of society. The
slogan "Garibi Hatao" was coined by her during the
parliamentary elections.

The primary objectives of this program were -

Enhancing the well-being of the rural population,
particularly women and children, and promoting the
growth of employment opportunities in rural areas.
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Implementation of minimum wages for landless
laborers to promote socioeconomic upliftment of the
Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribe (ST)
communities.

Enhancing the efficacy of primary education and
expanding housing infrastructure

Implementation of novel family planning initiatives
and expansion of primary healthcare facilities.

Additional programs such as drinking water facilities,
public distribution system, and increased power
production were implemented. Due to the transition
in the government, the program was terminated.
Nevertheless, the ruling party made revisions to it in
1982, focusing on the eradication of poverty,
reduction of income inequalities, elimination of social
and economic disparities, and ultimately enhancing
the overall quality of life.

THE INTEGRATED RURAL
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (IRDP)

In March 1976, the central government initiated the
Integrated Rural Development Program (IRDP) as a
significant measure to mitigate poverty.
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The primary objective of this program was to assist
specific families in surpassing the poverty threshold
within a specified period of time by engaging in self-
employment opportunities in diverse sectors such as
agriculture, horticulture, animal husbandry, weaving,
handicrafts, and service and business ventures.

The target demographic comprised of small and
marginal farmers, agricultural laborers, and rural
artisans with an annual income below Rs. 11,000/-,
which is defined as the poverty line in the Eighth
Plan. Within the chosen families, it is mandated that
a minimum of 50 percent of the families receiving
assistance should belong to Scheduled Castes
(SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs). Additionally, it is
expected that 40 percent of the coverage should
focus on women beneficiaries. Despite its numerous
significant features, the program has also faced
widespread criticism.

The primary objections to the program are -

1.There was widespread corruption, misuse, and
malpractice throughout the program's
implementation, occurring at every stage, from the
selection of beneficiary families to the distribution of
loans. Engaging in bribery was an essential
prerequisite for acquiring a loan.
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2.The impoverished individuals were not well
acquainted with the program. Their diminished
enthusiasm for the program stemmed from their
apprehension of being deceived. In addition, they
lacked the ability to complete complex forms and
locate suitable 'guarantors’ on their own.

3.The bank officials responsible for granting loans
frequently exhibited reluctance towards these
impoverished borrowers.

4.1t was determined that this scheme was also
ineffective in generating employment in rural areas.

5.Multiple studies have shown that IRDP loans did
not improve the living standards of the recipients, nor
did they have any effect on reducing rural poverty,
which was the intended goal of this program.

Training Rural Youths for Self-Employment
(TRYSEM) -
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The scheme was initiated in 1979 with the aim of
imparting vocational training to rural individuals aged
between 18 and 35 who are living below the poverty
threshold. The objective is to equip them with the
necessary technical skills to pursue employment
opportunities in the fields of agriculture, industry,
services, and business activities. In this poverty
alleviation scheme, priority was given to youths from
Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs),
and ex-servicemen who had completed ninth grade.
Thirty-three percent of the seats were allocated for
women. Upon the conclusion of their training, the
recipients of this program were integrated into the
IRDP scheme.

Based on an estimate, up untii 1995-96,
approximately two hundred thousand young
individuals were undergoing training annually. Out of
these, around forty-five percent managed to become
self-employed, while thirty percent secured regular
employment.

Although it is a commendable scheme, it has
numerous deficiencies. As an illustration,

The coverage is insufficient relative to the demand;
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The stipend provided to trainees, ranging from
approximately Rs 75 to 200 per month, is insufficient
to effectively incentivize young individuals to
participate in the training program. Additionally, the
skills taught during the training are of a low level and
do not align with the process of rural industrialization.

THE FOOD FOR WORK
PROGRAMME (FWP) -

The programme was initiated in 1977 by the Janata
government with the aim of offering employment
opportunities to individuals in rural areas who were
either unemployed or underemployed during the off-
peak season. The remuneration provided to the
laborers was in the form of food grains. The
undertaken projects included flood protection, road
maintenance, construction of new  roads,
enhancement of irrigation facilities, building of school
facilities, medical and health centers, and community
halls known as Panchayat Ghars.

THE NATIONAL RURAL
EMPLOYMENT PROGRAMME
(NREP) -
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This is a revamped initiative of the FWP, aimed at
generating supplementary job prospects in rural
regions through the utilization of excess food grains.
It was initiated in 1980 as a component of the Sixth
Plan (1980-85). This program was specifically
designed for rural individuals who heavily relied on
wage employment but lacked any source of income
during periods of low agricultural productivity. The
Panchayat Raj Institutions played a significant role in
this program.

Subsequently, this program was amalgamated with
Jawahar Rozgar Yojana (JRY).

THE RURAL LANDLESS
EMPLOYMENT GUARANTEE
PROGRAMME (RLEGP)

RLEGP is a program that aims to provide
employment opportunities for individuals living in
rural areas who do not own land.
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Some states, like Maharashtra and Guijarat,
developed specific programs to offer greater
employment prospects to rural individuals,
particularly those who do not own land. Maharashtra
initiated the Employment Guarantee Scheme (EGS)
to provide employment opportunities for individuals
who are unemployed and residing in rural regions.
The Gujarat governments scheme offered
employment opportunities to unemployed workers in
various projects, regardless of their skill level.
Subsequently, this scheme was consolidated into
JRY, along with NREP.

THE JAWAHAR ROZGAR YOJANA
(JRY) IS A GOVERNMENT
PROGRAM.

This program was established in April 1989 through
the consolidation of the NREP and the RLEGP.
According to this plan, it was

The objective is to ensure that every impoverished
household (BPL family) is guaranteed employment
for a minimum of 50 to 100 days per year, in a job
located close to their place of residence.
Approximately 30 percent of the positions within this
program were allocated specifically for female
candidates. The scheme was executed via Village
Panchayats.
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ANTYODAYA YOJANA IS A
GOVERNMENT PROGRAM.

The term 'antyodaya’ in Hindi is a fusion of two terms
- 'ant’ which signifies the conclusion or lowest level,
and 'udaya' which denotes progress or advancement.
Therefore, overall, it signifies the advancement or
well-being of an individual positioned at the bottom of
the hierarchy (lowest level), specifically, the most
impoverished among them.

The Government of Rajasthan launched this program
on October 2nd, 1977 to provide targeted support to
individuals living below the poverty line (BPL).
Subsequently, the Janata government at the center in
1978 adopted it. The concept entailed annually
choosing five of the most impoverished households
from each village and providing them with assistance
to improve their economic conditions.

In order to select beneficiary families, a set of
economic criteria was established, prioritized in a
specific order.
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1) Families experiencing extreme poverty, lacking
any valuable resources, and without any member
between the ages of 15 and 59 who is capable of
engaging in economic activities.

2) Families lacking productive assets such as land or
cattle, but with one or more individuals capable of
working and with a per capita income of up to Rs 20
per month;

3) Families possessing productive assets and
earning a per capita income of up to Rs 30 per
month;

4) Families with a monthly per capita income of up to
Rs 40.

This scheme provided assistance in various forms,
such as allocating land for farming, providing a
monthly pension (ranging from Rs 30-40 per month),
offering bank loans for the purchase of livestock like
bullocks, buffaloes, cows, goats, and pigs, providing
tools for basket making and carpentry, facilitating the
establishment of businesses like tailor shops, tea
shops, barber shops, and grocery stores, and
supporting manufacturing activities like niwar-making
and soap-making.
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The scheme has experienced significant fluctuations
and numerous deficiencies, including loan payment
delays and indifference from government officials.
The principle of 'Antyodaya,’ advocated by Mahatma
Gandhi, has vanished into 'ananta’ or eternity and
has been substituted with 'Swantyodaya,” which
signifies individual development. It emphasizes the
mentality of self.

THE MAHATMA GANDHI
NATIONAL RURAL EMPLOYMENT
GUARANTEE SCHEME (MNREGS)

MNREGS is a program that aims to provide
employment opportunities in rural areas of India.

Following independence, numerous schemes and
programs were implemented periodically to foster the
socio-economic well-being of the rural poor and
promote the development of rural society. However,
regrettably, these initiatives have only benefited a
small fraction of the intended beneficiaries.
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Approximately 70 percent of the rural population was
still lacking the fundamental necessities of life,
according to estimates. In order to provide benefits to
people living in rural areas, a new program called the
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA)
was introduced and laws were passed to support it.

The implementation of this program was first initiated
in 200 districts nationwide in February 2006.
Subsequently, in April 2008, it was expanded to
encompass all districts across the country. The
primary goal of the scheme is to offer 100 days of
employment to individuals residing in rural areas
who are currently without work. This scheme also
offers employment opportunities to women.

This scheme, like other rural development initiatives,
is beset by numerous issues such as the
identification ~ and  registration  of  workers,
maintenance of muster rolls, monitoring of works
attendance, accurate calculations and timely
disbursement of wages, and ensuring overall
transparency. Lately, individuals from various
spheres have expressed significant apprehension
regarding the widespread corruption within this
program.
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ADDITIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
INITIATIVES

1) The Pradhan Mantri Adarsh Gram Sadak Yojana
(PMAGSY) is a government program.

The initiative aims to achieve integrated
development in 100 villages, with a specific focus on
improving the well-being of the Scheduled Caste
(SC) population, which constitutes 50 per cent of the
total population.

The Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) is
a fully funded scheme by the central government that
aims to provide road connectivity to eligible
unconnected settlements in the States and Union
Territories, regardless of weather conditions. The
implementation of the projects under the programme
is the responsibility of the respective State
Governments / UT Administration.
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The National Rural Roads Development Agency
(NRRDA), a division of the Ministry of Rural
Development, Government of India, is tasked with
offering administrative and technical assistance to
the States in order to facilitate the implementation of
programs. The program guidelines outline a three-tier
Quality Control (QC) Mechanism to ensure that the
roads built under the program meet the required
quality standards. The initial two levels of the (QC)
framework are the obligation of the corresponding

The NRRDA, operating under the third tier of State
Governments, employs independent National Quality
Monitors (NQMs) to conduct random inspections of
selected road works. The Non-Quasi-Members
(NQMs) in the third tier consist of retired senior
engineers who held the position of Superintending
Engineer or higher. These individuals are selected
and approved by the National Rural Roads
Development Agency (NRRDA) based on the
recommendation of an independent selection
committee.

2) Bharat Nirman Yojana -

The initiative was initiated in 2005 with the purpose
of constructing infrastructure and providing essential
facilities in rural regions. The program consists of six
elements: rural housing, irrigation, drinking water,
rural roads, electrification, and rural telephony.
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3) Indira Awas Yojana is a government program.

It is a constituent of the Bharat Nirman Yojana, which
was implemented in 1985-86. Its objective was to
assist in the construction or improvement of the
residences of individuals residing below the poverty
line.

The origin of the Indira Awaas Yojana (IAY) can be
attributed to the rural employment programs that
commenced in the early 1980s. The National Rural
Employment Programme (NREP), initiated in 1980,
and the Rural Landless Employment Guarantee
Programme (RLEGP), launched in 1983, prominently
involved the construction of houses as a key
undertaking.

As a consequence, the Indira Awas Yojana was
initiated as a subsidiary program of RLEGP in 1985-
86. Since 1989, IAY has functioned as a sub-scheme
of Jawahar Rozgar Yojana (JRY). Starting from the
fiscal year 1993-94, the coverage of the Indian
Agricultural Yearbook (IAY) was expanded to include
rural families belonging to non-Scheduled Castes /
Scheduled Tribes who are living below the poverty
line. The IAY program was separated from the JRY
program and established as an independent scheme
starting from January 1st, 1996.
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Since 1999-2000, several measures have been
implemented to enhance the Rural Housing (RH)
Programme. These measures include upgrading
dilapidated kutcha houses and offering subsidized
credit to specific impoverished groups. Additionally,
there has been a focus on implementing cost-
effective, disaster-resistant, and environmentally
friendly technologies in rural housing.

The Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal
Mission (JNNURM) is a government initiative.

The launch took place on December 3rd, 2005. The
primary goal of this initiative was to expedite the
development of cities throughout the nation. The
main focus was on developing an effective
mechanism for delivering urban infrastructure
services, promoting community participation, and
ensuring accountability of urban local bodies and
other agencies to citizens.

5) Rajiv Awas Yojana (RAY) is a government
program.
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The Rajiv Awas Yojana is a centrally sponsored
scheme by the Indian government that aims to assist
slum dwellers in obtaining suitable housing and
tackle the mechanisms through which slums are
formed and perpetuated. This program was
introduced by the Ministry of Housing and Urban
Poverty Alleviation of the Indian government. The
initiative, which took place from 2013 to 2014, had
the objective of achieving a slum-free India by 2022
through the provision of free shelter or housing to the
population. The Rajiv Awas Yojana aimed to provide
coverage to one million beneficiaries during the 12th
Five Year plan. The states were responsible for
selecting the site in collaboration with the central
government. Emphasis was placed on the district
headquarters, cities with religious significance, and
tourist destinations. Proper attention was to be given
to the city's location for development, the presence of
slums within the city, and the significant
representation of scheduled caste, scheduled tribe,
minority, and other marginalized groups in the
population.

The National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) is a

government initiative aimed at improving healthcare
services in rural areas.
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The National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) was
initiated on April 25, 2005, with the aim of delivering
accessible, fair, affordable, and high-quality
healthcare services to the rural population,
particularly to those who are vulnerable. The primary
objective of the mission is to create a completely
operational, community-owned, and decentralized
health delivery system. The objective is to establish
inter-sectoral convergence at all levels, in order to
ensure coordinated efforts across various factors that
influence health, including water, sanitation,
education, nutrition, social equality, and gender
equality. The NRHM primarily emphasizes on
providing healthcare services related to reproductive,
maternal, newborn, child health, and adolescent
care. The focus is on implementing strategies that
can enhance the well-being of mothers and children
by providing a comprehensive and continuous
system of healthcare throughout their lives.
Furthermore, it emphasizes the connection between
community and facility-based care and enhances the
process of referring patients between different levels
of the healthcare system to establish a seamless
care pathway.

7) Aajeevika - National Rural Livelihood Mission -
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In June 2011, the Government of India initiated the
national Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM) under the
Ministry of Rural Development. The objective was to
eliminate poverty by 2014-15. The World Bank
contributed to this mission by providing investment
support. The objective of NRLM is to establish
efficient and effective institutional platforms for the
rural poor, enabling them to enhance their household
income through sustainable livelihood improvements
and better access to financial services.

The NRLM aims to reach 70 million rural poor
households in the country, spanning 600 districts,
6000 blocks, 250,000 Gram Panchayats, and
600,000 villages. This will be achieved through the
establishment of self-help groups, which are self-
managed and federated institutions, and providing
them with support for livelihood collectives over a
period of 8-10 years.
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Furthermore, the impoverished individuals would be
enabled to attain greater access to rights,
entittements, and public services, as well as a wider
range of risk management options and improved
social indicators of empowerment. NRLM aims to
harness the inherent abilities of the impoverished
population and provide them with resources such as
information, knowledge, skills, tools, finance, and
collective action. This will enable them to actively
participate in the country's expanding economy. In
November 2015, this program was rebranded as
Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana (DAY-NRLM).

8) The National Food Security Scheme -

INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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In 2013, the central government introduced the
National Food Security Act, which was modeled after
MNREGS, to ensure that food is guaranteed to
impoverished individuals. This legislation applies to
the entire territory of India and was required to be
implemented by the states within one year of its
passing. At the outset, most states were unable to
accomplish this task due to the necessity of
computerizing the lists of beneficiaries beforehand. A
total of 67% of the population achieves legal food
security. The legislation grants legal assurance of
food security to 67% of the Indian population. An
eligible individual is entitled to receive rice at a rate
of Rs 3 per kilogram, wheat at a rate of Rs 2 per
kilogram, and coarse grains at a rate of Rs 1 per
kilogram per month, with a maximum limit of 5
kilograms per month. Children up to 6 months
receive an age-appropriate meal at no cost through
the local anganwadi. Children between the ages of 6
and 14 receive one free meal at school. Each
pregnant and lactating mother is eligible to receive a
complimentary meal at the nearby anganwadi center,
both during pregnancy and for a period of six months
after giving birth. The recipients eligible for
Antyodaya Anna Yojana will receive a monthly
allocation of 35 kilograms per household, at the
same prices. Government employees will be
ineligible for this scheme.
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The District Rural Development Agency (DRDA) is
an organization dedicated to promoting and
implementing rural development initiatives at the
district level.

The District Rural Development Agency (DRDA) has
been the primary governing body responsible for
overseeing the execution of various poverty
alleviation initiatives at the district level. In order to
address the requirement for a proficient organization
at the district level to streamline the anti-poverty
initiative, a fresh Centrally Sponsored Scheme has
been implemented as of 1st April 1999 to enhance
the capabilities of the District Rural Development
Agencies (DRDAs). Therefore, the administrative
costs are covered by allocating specific funds in the
budget. This scheme, which is funded on a 75:25
basis by the Centre and States, aims to enhance and
professionalize the District Rural Development
Agencies (DRDAS).

THE DISTRICT RURAL
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
(DRDA)

1.The DRDAs do not serve as the implementing
agencies, but they can significantly improve the
implementation process by supervising various
programs and ensuring their successful execution.
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Ensure that essential connections are established. It
serves as a catalyst in the process of development.

2.The District Rural Development Agency is
designed to be a specialized and professional
agency with the ability to effectively manage the anti-
poverty programs of the Ministry of Rural
Development. Its purpose is to integrate these
programs with the broader goal of eradicating poverty
in the district. The role of the District Rural
Development Agency (DRDA) will be unique and
separate from all other agencies, including the Zilla
Parishad.

3.DRDAs are responsible for organizing and
collaborating with various entities such as line
departments, Panchayati Raj Institutions, banks,
financial institutions, NGOs, and technical
institutions. Their goal is to gather the necessary
support and resources to reduce poverty in the
district.

4.The District Rural Development Agencies (DRDAS)
are anticipated to efficiently synchronize their efforts
with the Panchayati Raj Institutions. They will never
perform the functions of PRIs under any
circumstances.
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5.The District Rural Development Agencies (DRDAS)
will retain their distinct identity while operating under
the leadership of the Zilla Parishad Chairman. In
areas where the Zilla Parishads do not exist or are
not operational, the District Rural Development
Agencies (DRDASs) will operate under the authority of
the Collector/District Magistrate/Deputy
Commissioner, depending on the circumstances.

6.The District Rural Development Authorities
(DRDAS) will closely monitor the implementation of
various anti-poverty programs initiated by the Ministry
of Rural Development. This will be done through the
collection of periodic reports and regular field visits.
The purpose of the visit should be to assist the
implementing agencies in  enhancing the
implementation process, while also ensuring that the
quality of program implementation is of a high
standard.

7.The District Rural Development Agencies (DRDAS)
are required to regularly provide updates on the
implementation of programs to the Zilla Parishad,
State Government, and Central Government, using
the specified report formats.

8.The DRDAs are responsible for supervising and
guaranteeing that the benefits designated for specific
target groups (SC/ST, women, and disabled
individuals) are delivered to them.
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9.The District Rural Development Agencies (DRDAS)
are responsible for implementing measures to
enhance awareness about rural development and
poverty alleviation, specifically targeting the rural
underprivileged population.

10.The District Rural Development Agencies
(DRDAs) will make every effort to enhance
transparency in the execution of various poverty
alleviation initiatives.

11.In light of the significant investments being made
in poverty alleviation programs, the District Rural
Development Agencies (DRDAS) will ensure strict
financial management of the funds they receive,
whether from the Central or State Governments.

INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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12.The primary function of the DRDA is to
strategically plan and facilitate the successful
execution of poverty alleviation programs. This
involves collaborating with various governmental,
non-governmental, technical, and financial entities to
ensure program effectiveness. The DRDA also
empowers the rural community and impoverished
individuals to actively participate in the decision-
making process. Additionally, the DRDA oversees
program implementation to ensure compliance with
guidelines, as well as to maintain high standards of
quality, fairness, and efficiency. The DRDA is
responsible for reporting progress to the designated
authorities and promoting transparency in both
decision-making and implementation processes.

13.Furthermore, the DRDAs are responsible for
coordinating and supervising the implementation of
the BPL Census and any other necessary surveys as
needed.

14.The District Rural Development Agencies
(DRDAS) are responsible for conducting or assisting
in the implementation of action research or
evaluation studies that are initiated by the Central or
State Governments.
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15.The District Rural Development Agencies
(DRDASs) should exclusively focus on the poverty
alleviation initiatives implemented by the Ministry of
Rural Development. For DRDAs to be given
responsibility for programs from other ministries or
state governments, it is important to ensure that these
programs have a clear focus on reducing poverty.
The delegation of any program to the DRDAS, apart
from the anti-poverty programs of the Ministry,
whether it is from any other Ministry of the
Government of India or the respective State
Government, must receive approval from the
Secretary of Rural Development of the respective
State(s). The Secretary should carefully review such
requests in consultation with the Ministry of Rural
Development, Government of India.

PREVIOUSLY
IMPLEMENTED SCHEMES
WERE CONSOLIDATED
WITH OTHER SCHEMES.

61


https://app.designrr.io/projectHtml/1665695?token=0b035f83b2bfda7700982376bfc541fc&embed_fonts=&pdf=1

INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT

The National Food for Work Program was
consolidated with the National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (NREGA). The integration of
Sampoorna Grameen Rozgar Yojana with NREGA
took place. The Jawahar Rojgar Yojana of 1993 was
combined with the Employment Assurance Scheme
of 1996, which was subsequently merged with the
Sampoorna Grameen Rozgar Yojana of 2001. The
programs IRDP, TRYSEM, DWCRA, Million Wells
Scheme, SITRA, and Ganga Kalyan Yojana were
consolidated into the Swarna Jayanti Gram
Swarojgar Yojana. The Rural Landless Employment
Guarantee Program was amalgamated with the
Jawahar Rojgar Yojana, which was subsequently
substituted by the Jawahar Gram.

The Samridhi Yojana was established in 1999. The
Jawahar Gram Samridhi Yojana was consolidated
with the Sampoorna Grameen Rozgar Yojana in
2001.

OTHER PROGRAMS
IMPLEMENTED BY THE
MINISTRY OF INDIA
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The Department of Rural Development is executing
various initiatives in rural regions in collaboration
with state governments. These programs aim to
alleviate poverty, create employment opportunities,
enhance rural infrastructure, develop habitats, and
provide essential minimum services. The Department
is currently implementing several significant
programs.

The Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) is
a government initiative.

The Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) is
a scheme that is fully funded by the central
government. The objective is to ensure uninterrupted
road access to eligible habitations that are currently
not connected due to weather conditions in various
States and Union Territories. The implementation of
the projects under the program is the responsibility of
the respective State Governments or Union Territory
Administration.
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The National Rural Roads Development Agency
(NRRDA), a division of the Ministry of Rural
Development, Government of India, is accountable
for delivering administrative and technical assistance
to the States for the execution of programs. The
program guidelines include a three-tier Quality
Control (QC) Mechanism to guarantee that the roads
built under the program meet the specified quality
standards. The initial two levels of the Quality Control
framework are the duty of the corresponding State
Governments. Under the third level, NRRDA
employs autonomous National Quality Monitors
(NQMs) to inspect road works that are chosen
randomly.

The B - Swarnajayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana
(SGSY) is a government program.

INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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The Swarnajayanti Gram Swarojgar Yojana (SGSY)
iIs a significant initiative for promoting self-
employment, which was introduced in April 1999. It is
a fusion of the IRDP program with related programs,
namely. TRYSEM, DWCRA, SITRA, GKY, and MWS
are programs that aim to uplift rural families living
below the poverty line by providing them with
income-generating assets or economic activities,
thereby ensuring sustainable income and lifting them
out of poverty. The process entails organizing the
rural poor (BPL) into self-help groups through social
mobilization, capacity building, and training. It also
involves providing a revolving fund, facilitating
access to credit and subsidies, technology,
infrastructure, and marketing.

The SGSY program has been reorganized and is
now known as the National Rural Livelihoods
Mission (NRLM). The mission mode is designed to
be focused and have specific time constraints.
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Results delivery. The wunderstanding is that
individuals from low-income backgrounds possess
the capability to overcome poverty through
appropriate guidance, training, skill development,
and access to credit. The Self-Help Groups (SHGS)
will receive guidance and assistance in the form of
both internal and external support. The external
support  structure  will comprise professional
institutions operating at the state, district, and sub-
district levels. The internal support structure will
consist of Self-Help Group (SHG) federations
established at the village, block, and eventually
district levels.

The NRLM primarily emphasizes on -

The formation of Self-Help Groups (SHGs) under the
National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM) will be
used to achieve universal social mobilization. SHG
federations will be established at the village, block,
district, and cluster levels. This initiative aims to
ensure universal financial inclusion, enhance
capacity building and training through Rural Self
Employment Training Institutes (RSETIs), provide
increased revolving funds and capital subsidies,
introduce interest subsidies, offer professional
support, involve states in developing state-specific
action plans, implement special projects, and
improve evaluation and monitoring processes.
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NRLM will form alliances with Civil Society
Organizations.

i) Industries iii) Educational Institutions iv) Other
Resource Organizations

RURAL SOCIETY
INTRODUCTION

Mahatma Gandhi proclaimed that India is a nation
characterized by its rural communities.
Approximately 68% of the country's population
resides in rural areas. India has over 600,000
villages. The social and material diversity is present
as a result of the varying geographical conditions. In
ancient times, villages were self-sufficient and
autonomous due to limited transportation and
communication resources. The villages served as the
central core of ancient India. Local rural individuals
exclusively met the essential needs of rural
communities. The Balutedari system significantly
strengthened self-sufficiency. The primary vocation
was agriculture. Prior to the arrival of the British, rural
communities had maintained self-sufficiency for
centuries.
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During the British colonial era, the self-sufficiency
and independence of rural areas were undermined.
Significant alterations occurred within the social
structure. Modifications occurred within the rural
society. Society experienced disintegration. Rural
society is confronted with challenges such as poverty
and unemployment. The term "rural financial" refers
to financial activites and services that are
specifically targeted towards rural areas.

The condition was influenced by the processes of
industrialization, urbanization, and westernization.

THE DEFINITION OF
RURAL SOCIETY

Rural society has a long-standing history spanning
thousands of years. A rural community refers to the
population residing in a village, while rural society
encompasses the individuals residing in rural areas.
In Indian society, villages are considered to be long-
standing and traditional places of residence. The
Vedas also make reference to villages. The Rig-Veda
makes reference to the concept of a village. The
Ramayana and Mahabharata make references to
villages. The Manusmriti provides a detailed analysis
of the organization and layout of a village. The
Kautilya Arthashastra also includes a discussion on
the rural population.
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Prior to the emergence of villages, India was
enveloped by dense forests. The forest was
inhabited solely by untamed creatures, making it an
unsafe environment for humans. In order to ensure
safety and security, individuals collaborated to clear
the forests and establish a communal living
arrangement. Villages originated in this manner.
Agriculture  brought stability to their lives.
Consequently, a permanent form of settlement
emerged that relied on agriculture and financial
organization.

During the medieval era, villages possessed a high
degree of self-sufficiency. Factors such as the Caste
system, Joint family system, and Balutedari system
played a significant role. In contemporary society, the
notion of rural life achieving self-reliance and
residing in a fixed location within the same
community has undergone transformation. The
process of industrialization and Westernization has
resulted in a transformation of the way of life for rural
communities.

THE MEANING OF RURAL
SOCIETY

When examining rural society, it is imperative to
explore several definitions of villages. The concept of
a village or village community can be comprehended
by examining the following definitions.
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T.N. A village is defined as an area with black and
fertile soil that is conducive to farming, populated by
skilled and experienced farmers and a large number
of laborers.

2) According to Anderson, a rural community is
located on dispersed land, with the village serving as
the central hub for all its activities.

According to T.N.ATRE, cultivation refers to the act of
tilling the land, and a peasant is someone who
cultivates the land. The place where cultivators live is
known as a village.

4) Select- A rural community is a collective of
individuals, whether or not they are related, that
functions akin to a large familial unit. The houses in
this area are in close proximity to each other.

Agriculture is practiced in that location. Barren land is
scattered sporadically. Animals are allowed to graze,
the village's border is established, and the residents
have a strong attachment to their land and a sense of

unity.

Assess your current level of advancement
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Rural society refers to a social structure that is
predominantly based in rural areas, characterized by
a lower population density and a strong reliance on
agriculture and natural resources for sustenance.
Various definitions of rural society emphasize its
distinct features, such as the predominance of
agricultural activities, close-knit  community
relationships, and a slower pace of life compared to
urban areas.

RURAL VILLAGE
CLASSIFICATIONS

Anderson has classified villages into three types
based on the stability of the rural community. The
following items are:

1.A transient village refers to a village where the
residents frequently change their place of residence.

For instance, there are Scheduled tribes such as the
Kadar from South India and the Baiga from the
central part of India who engage in migratory
agriculture.

2.Partial stable villages refer to communities where
individuals reside in a particular location for a limited
duration before relocating to another area. For
instance, communities such as Naga, Gond, and
Madia.
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3.Stable villages emerged as a result of
advancements in agriculture, leading to the
establishment of permanent communities. These
villages are referred to as stable villages.

Dr. Iravati Karve categorizes villages into three
distinct types:

1.Centralized village refers to a type of village
characterized by stable communities, close proximity
of houses, a shared village area, and agricultural
land that is suitable for cultivation. For example, the
Maharashtra plateau region.

2.The village is dispersed, with houses constructed
on both sides of the road, extending over a
considerable distance. For example, villages located
in the Konkan region of Maharashtra and Kerala
state.

3.Small villages consist of a limited number of
houses, which collectively form a hamlet. Multiple
hamlets combined can be referred to as a village. For
example, hamlets.

Assess your current level of advancement

A- What are the various classifications of villages?
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FACTORS CONTRIBUTING
TO THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF VILLAGES

The rural society holds a significant position within
Indian society. In ancient times, villages possessed
self-sufficiency and autonomy. Consequently, this era
was regarded as the pinnacle of the village society.
Several factors contribute to the emergence of
villages. The following factors are as follows:

1) Geographical Factors:

Villages were established exclusively in areas where
favorable conditions such as water, air, climate, and
land were present. There are only a limited number
of villages where the climate and other factors are not
conducive. Villages proliferated more rapidly in areas
characterized by factors such as arable land, a
conducive climate, and abundant water resources.

2) Economic Factors:
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Agriculture provided a sense of stability to the
nomadic tendencies of human beings. Villages were
established in areas with fertile land, resulting in their
superior financial status compared to other regions.
The society in the fertle land region was
economically prosperous, so everyone preferred to
stay there.

3) Social Factors:

A harmonious society is a key factor in fostering a
healthy society. When the social relations in a society
are positive and robust, the development of villages
in those areas occurs at an accelerated pace,
resulting in rapid progress.

4) Collaboration:

Collaboration is also a fundamental pillar of a
prosperous society. These villages have the potential
to make significant progress.

Assess your current level of advancement

Rural society refers to a social structure and way of
life that is predominantly found in rural areas,
characterized by a smaller population, agricultural-
based economy, and close-knit community
relationships.
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The nature of rural society is characterized by its
rural setting and the social dynamics that occur
within it.

The Indian rural society has a long-standing tradition
that is passed down through generations. The
emergence of Indian rural society is synonymous
with the history of India. The advent of agriculture
facilitated the transition of ancient societies from a
nomadic lifestyle to a sedentary one. The majority of
the population in India resides in rural areas. Rural
life is relatively less developed compared to urban
areas. Rural sociology focuses on the independent
study of rural lifestyle. This exemplifies the essence
of rural existence.

The challenges impeding the development of rural
societies include:

INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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Agriculture is influenced by various factors such as
the inherent characteristics of the industry, economic
challenges, low levels of education, lack of
knowledge or awareness, adherence to traditional
practices, and superstitions. Addressing these issues
will contribute to the advancement of rural areas.
Studying rural society is highly crucial for this
research. An analysis of rural society encompasses
various aspects, including the distinction between
rural and urban areas, the structure of family units,
the presence of caste systems, the arrangement of
social classes, and the state of rural education. Such
a study aims to comprehend the fundamental
characteristics of rural society. This topic has been
extensively addressed in the field of rural sociology.
During the study of this topic, the following factors
have been given priority.

1) Rural Infrastructure:

When examining rural society, the study of various
types of villages, such as scattered villages and
clustered villages, is conducted based on
geographical factors.

2) Rural social organization:
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The rural society has been fortified by various
institutions such as family institutions, caste structure,
and marriage institutions. The changing nature of
institutions plays a significant role in rural
development.

3) Rural Economic Structure:

The primary vocation of the rural society is
agriculture. Agriculture exerts control over the
economic conditions and structure of rural areas.

4) Distinctive attribute of rural society:

Rural society exhibits distinct characteristics
compared to urban society. The rural society is
significantly influenced by nature.

This society exhibits distinct characteristics as a
result of the specific occupational structure it follows,
namely agriculture.

5) The activities and dynamics within rural society:

This study focuses on analyzing various factors that
influence communication patterns within rural
societies, including the nature of communication
between individuals and groups, competition, and
conflicts.
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6) Rural Reconstruction:

Rural society encounters challenges such as
migration, limited job prospects, educational and
social issues. Certain measures must be
implemented to address these issues, and rural
reconstruction is also imperative.

The above discussion provides a comprehensive
depiction of rural society. Under British rule, rural
society underwent a profound transformation. Poverty
and unemployment arose due to the destruction of
the handicraft industry. In addition, it faced
challenges such as rapid population growth, high
illiteracy rates, adherence to customs and traditions,
superstitions, and financial indebtedness. Despite
the implementation of numerous programs aimed at
rural development after achieving independence,
they did not achieve success. Today, there are still
numerous villages that lack adequate transportation
and communication infrastructure.  Agriculture
continues to employ conventional techniques. These
people are still not being reached by development
programs. The unemployment problem is a
significant issue due to the subdivision,
fragmentation, and lack of industries. Rural
communities are experiencing depopulation as a
result of migration. An appropriate decision must be
made in order to resolve these issues.
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Assess your current level of advancement

A - Define the characteristics and scope of rural
study.

KEY ATTRIBUTES OF
RURAL SOCIETY

Rural society possesses distinct characteristics that
set it apart from other societies. Only due to these
features, villages have managed to maintain their
existence until today. The following are some
features:

1) Agriculture is the primary vocation.

The primary vocation of the rural community is
agriculture. Given that the rural society relies on
agriculture, either directly or indirectly, it serves as
the primary means of generating income. Agriculture
is a determining factor for social status, lifestyle, and
cultural life. Agriculture is the primary livelihood of
rural communities. An individual's social standing is
determined by their possession of land holdings.
Agriculture is closely associated with reputation and
honor.

2) Geographical conditions in their natural state -
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Agriculture facilitates direct interaction between rural
society and natural geographical conditions or
resources. Rural society benefits from the presence
of fertile soil, rivers, and forest resources, which
provide them with clean air and water. These areas
are free from pollution. Due to the presence of
agriculture, rural communities strive to collaborate
with one another. Maclver asserts that the farmer
perceives nature as a means of cultivating crops,
capable of providing rainfall, causing calamity, and
acting as either an ally or an adversary.

3) Compact dimensions -

Rural society is characterized by a relatively small
size in relation to its land area, population density,
and agricultural occupation. The population of this
society is scattered across hamlets and small
villages. The rural population is undergoing
significant migration to urban areas due to a scarcity
of job opportunities. Consequently, the rural
community exhibits a diminutive size.

4) Social status -
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The social status of an individual in society is
determined by the class and caste structure. The
caste structure determines social status in rural
society. The impact of class structure is minimal in
rural society. Marriages are restricted to within the
same caste due to the caste structure, in accordance
with traditions and culture. The houses are allocated
according to the caste hierarchy. An individual's life
is completely governed by the caste system. Each
caste possesses its own distinct and unique
characteristics. The bond of caste is highly robust.

5) Limited mobility -

Mobility refers to the act of effecting a transformation
in the caste structure, culture, and traditions.
However, rural society is predominantly influenced
by the culture and traditions, resulting in their lives
being confined to a narrow geographical area. The
ancient occupation is passed down from one
generation to the next. Furthermore, the quality
remains unchanged. Due to occupational immobility,
individuals in rural society tend to remain in the same
job for an extended period of time. They are reluctant
to relinquish their job or occupation readily.

6) The joint family system -
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Agriculture is essential for rural society, and
manpower is required for this purpose. Thus, the joint
family system prevails in rural society.

The father assumes the role of the family's patriarch.
The joint family system provides social, mental, and
economic security. The joint family system
implements a policy of labor division. A strong sense
of collaboration is evident in this context.

7) Cultural Life -

Rural society exhibits a highly abundant cultural life.
This includes various types of games, such as
Bharud (a complex and detailed story), Kirtan (the
presentation of a subject accompanied by music),
and pravachan (a detailed explanation or lecture).
The village temple serves as the primary hub for all
cultural activities. At the village fair or any festival,
cultural programs featuring dance, ballads, and folk
songs are performed by a poet and a group of
mendicants known as vasudev. These cultural
functions are an integral part of the event. Cultural
tradition is preserved through these cultural
programs.

8) The position of women in rural society -
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Due to the significant influence of tradition in rural
society, women are systematically denied any form of
authority or control. Women face numerous
restrictions. She has a restricted domain that
encompasses only the kitchen and her children. Due
to the prevailing male dominance in society, she
lacks authority in decision-making processes.
Despite being granted legal equality with males, she
continues to experience unequal treatment. She
encounters numerous difficulties as a result of
inadequate education, early marriage, and ill-
treatment. While she contributes to earning the
money, she does not possess the authority to use the
resulting product. Within a family, she lacks decision-
making authority and is considered of lesser
significance.

9) Interpersonal dynamics within rural communities -

Rural society is characterized by its relatively small
population. Consequently, a sense of unity, similarity,
collaboration, and camaraderie is fostered within the
rural community. Social control exerts a significant
influence on it. The villagers exhibit a strong sense of
cohesion and solidarity. The entire village appears to
function as a cohesive unit, resembling a single
familial entity.

10) Living a life characterized by simplicity and
honesty -
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Rural individuals live a modest and uncomplicated
lifestyle. They are in a precarious financial situation.
Their lifestyle is not ostentatious. Due to their limited
needs, they live a simple and tranquil life. They
possess a sense of camaraderie and compassion for
one another.

11) Balutedari system refers to a specific system or
arrangement.

The rural society achieved self-sufficiency as a result
of the implementation of the Balutedari system. The
barter system is characterized by the exchange of
goods for goods. In this system, a particular caste
provides services to the society, and in return, the
society reciprocates by providing the caste with a
means of livelihood. Obtaining assistance

The system of receiving contributions from others is
referred to as the Balutedari system. Since gaining
independence, this system has merely retained its
name without any substantial implementation.

12) Labor division -
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The primary vocation of rural society is agriculture.
All individuals involved in this profession possess
expertise in agricultural activites such as land
cultivation, seed sowing, crop tilling, and crop
harvesting. Upon completing their domestic duties,
women actively participate in agricultural labor.
Based on this, we can conclude that agricultural
operations do not require any specific training. They
acquire this education directly from their own family.
The division of labor is not based on special training
and skill, but rather on factors such as sex and age.

13) The issue of poverty and illiteracy -

Despite the compulsory and cost-free nature of
primary education, the rate of education remains
significantly low due to poverty and lack of
awareness. The absence of education hinders their
ability to obtain specialized training, leading to a
prevalence of unskilled Ilaborers in rural
communities. The economic status or financial
condition is unfavorable as a result of the unskilled
nature of the labor force. The rural society is currently
grappling with the challenges of poverty and
indebtedness.

14) Impact of Culture and Traditions -
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Rural society exhibits a strong inclination towards
religious beliefs and practices. The rural society is
significantly influenced by culture, tradition, and
superstitious beliefs. Instead of escorting the patient
to a medical doctor, they bring him to a traditional
healer known as a witch doctor. Given that
agriculture is reliant on nature, farmers engage in
rites and rituals as a means of appeasing nature,
which has subsequently evolved into a tradition.
They possess the belief that all outcomes, whether
positive or negative, are determined by the will of a
higher power. As a result, they allocate a greater
amount of their resources towards religious
ceremonies and events.

The following are the distinctive attributes of rural
society.

Based on the aforementioned feature, we gain
insight into rural life.

15) Absence of personal drive -

Family members are obligated to adhere to the strict
regulations established by the joint family and caste
system. Consequently, they exhibit a deficiency in
displaying proactive behavior in any of life's tasks.

16) Lack of broad-mindedness -
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The village community has become narrow-minded
as a result of being separated, isolated, and left
untouched. They do not possess a sense of national
identity and a collective sense of unity.

17) Insufficient contemporary amenities for leisure
activities -

Rural communities lack contemporary facilities for
leisure activities. They lack movie theaters, social
clubs, and contemporary recreational activities for
their children.

18) Insufficient healthcare infrastructure -

The high infant and maternal mortality rate is
attributed to insufficient medical facilities. Rural areas
lack modern life-saving facilities in primary health
centers or medical aid. There is a lack of trained
medical professionals, such as nurses and doctors,
in the most isolated rural areas.

Assess your current level of advancement

Rural society is characterized by distinct features that
set it apart from urban society. These features include
a predominantly agricultural economy, a close-knit
community, limited access to amenities and services,
traditional values and customs, and a slower pace of
life.
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RURAL SOCIETY
TRANSFORMATION

By examining the distinctive attributes, we gain
insight into the way of life of the rural community. The
process of change has commenced as a result of
industrialization and urbanization, albeit at a
relatively  sluggish pace. A transformation
commenced in the structure and culture of the rural
community. Below is a description of these changes.

1) Alteration in the composition of the family unit:

The joint family system was dominant in rural society
primarily because agriculture was the main
occupation. At least three generations of family
members would be involved in agricultural work. The
nuclear family system emerged as a result of
modernization, replacing the traditional joint family
system. The patriarch had to relinquish his hold on
authority within the family. My lifestyle has undergone
a transformation. The family experienced conflicts
over the distribution of property due to the self-
centered nature of its members and disputes over
hereditary rights. Consequently, differing opinions
emerged among the members of the family.

2) Shift in the marital framework:
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The influence of the family institution was
diminished. When considering marriage, the
perspective of an individual was prioritized. People
were made aware of the practice of child marriage
and the possibility of widows remarrying. Due to the
desire for social standing, significant expenditures
are incurred during wedding ceremonies. The
prevalence of the dowry system has significantly
escalated within society.

3) Transformation in the social hierarchy based on
caste and socioeconomic status:

Significant transformations have occurred in the
caste and class hierarchy during the contemporary
era. For example. Selecting a profession or arranging
marriages. Transportation and communication have
reduced interdependence.

4) Alteration in Attire Preferences:

An abrupt shift in the attire of rural residents, as well
as a transformation in their fashion choices, is
evidentin rural areas. The utilization of ready-to-wear
clothing is increasingly widespread.

5) Alteration in dietary patterns:
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Currently, there has been an emergence of small
hotels, restaurants, and tea shops in rural areas.
Consequently, there has been an observable shift in
dietary patterns within rural regions.

6) Decrease in the Traditional Art:

Traditional forms of art, music, dance, and theater
that are associated with rural communities are
embracing and incorporating elements  of
contemporary culture. Mass media, such as radio
and television, expedite the rate of change in rural
culture.

7) Alteration in the consumption pattern:

The advancement  of  transportation and
communication infrastructure has prompted villagers
to alter their consumption habits.

8) Vocabulary alteration:

The presence of diverse facilities and contemporary
amenities has impacted the vocabulary and
language used by rural villagers. The villagers are
utilizing a multitude of English terms in their
conversation.

9) Economic structural transformation:
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In ancient times, the economic status of society was
determined based on one's occupation. However, the
financial status of rural society has undergone a
change as a result of the modernization decision in
selecting occupations and the adoption of modern
agricultural techniques. The rapid increase in
population led to a corresponding increase in the
subdivision of land. There was a rise in thenumber of
rural landless laborers. A disparity in wealth between
affluent farmers and impoverished farmers
intensified.

10) Transformation of the Rural Political Structure:

The caste structure exerted a dominant influence
over rural politics. The political sphere was
predominantly controlled by individuals belonging to
the upper caste. The 73rd Amendment Act granted
rights to women, scheduled castes and tribes, and
nomadic tribes to actively participate in the
Panchayat Raj system.

That is to say, they were granted preferential
treatment in the political system.

11) Transformation in the Education and
Entertainment Sector:
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Following independence, the significance of
education was extended to rural areas as well. Girls
have also begun to pursue education, alongside
boys. The illiteracy rate has declined as a result of
the implementation of initiatives such as Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan and Adult Education.

In ancient times, rural families served as the primary
source of entertainment. The primary sources of
entertainment in rural areas are

Bhajans, Kirtan, Pravachan, fairs, and folk art are
cultural activities. The process of modernization
facilitated the establishment of a connection between
rural and urban societies, consequently leading to a
transformation in the entertainment landscape.
Television and movies served as the primary means
of entertainment.

Formal education has supplanted the informal mode
of education. Rural communities are provided with
educational opportunities through the implementation
of distance education programs delivered via
television. By implementing universal education,
individuals living in rural areas are able to access
various educational institutions regardless of their
caste or religion.

12) Technological advancements:
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The utilization of power and energy has superseded
the previous conventional reliance on animal and
manual labor. They have begun utilizing
contemporary electrically-powered equipment. The
mechanization of agriculture has proven beneficial in
expediting farming operations. Contemporary
advancements have empowered farmers to enhance
their agricultural practices. The combination of
financial  institutions and advancements in
agricultural technology empowered farmers to
improve their quality of life and liberate themselves
from the control of local moneylenders and land
exploiters. The provision of electricity in rural areas
has proven advantageous for various industries such
as saw-mill owners, flour-mill owners, oil-millers,
weavers, cottage industries, handicrafts, and jiggery
makers.

These changes can be attributed to factors such as
natural conditions, westernization, and
advancements in science and technology. This has
led to a transformation in the way of life of the rural
community.

RURAL SOCIAL
STRUCTURE - FAMILY
INSTITUTIONINTRODUCT
ION
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Various social institutions establish connections
between individuals in society and moral principles.
A social group refers to a collective of individuals
who collaborate, either directly or indirectly, to
accomplish a particular task by means of
communication and interaction. The allocation of
tasks (transactions, trade, or deals) that are crucial for
human social life is distributed among various
groups. The human society has established social
laws based on cultures, traditions, ethics, and
morality to meet their daily needs. These laws have
influenced the development of specific tendencies
and outlooks. Regarding social norms

Interrelated rules with a common goal can be
consolidated. An institution refers to a collection of
regulations that are interconnected and serve a
particular objective. Each society possesses social
institutions that are driven by specific objectives.
Every person is a member of a social society or
institution.

RURAL SOCIAL
INSTITUTIONS

DEFINITION OF RURAL SOCIAL
SYSTEM
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The essential interactions in human society are
categorized into various domains, including
economics, politics, religion, and education.
According to custom, various groups are created for
various activities. Thus, according to convention,
each group or individual has a predetermined
method of working or acquires a consistent working
pattern that remains unchanged. Social institutions
consist of individuals who carry out their assigned
responsibilities.

1) In sociology, the term "social institutions" refers to
a set of established traditions, customs, and practices
that address the needs of individuals or society as a
whole.

According to Kingsley David, a social institution
refers to a collective set of traditions, customs, and
practices that revolve around one or multiple
activities.

3) Boguard defines social institutions as carefully
designed behavior patterns that serve the needs of
human society.
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Social institutions vary across different locations. The
moral values associated with activities such as
procreation, child rearing, production, education, and
organization are upheld as part of our social heritage.
This has led to the distinct behavior exhibited by men
and women in society. For example, when men and
women unite for the purpose of reproduction and
raising children, they must adhere to certain
restrictions, which are referred to as a sovereign
state.

These restrictions are subject to change as time
progresses. To comprehensively examine social
changes in society, it is imperative to study the social
institutions. The primary purpose of establishing
social institutions is to meet the essential
requirements for the survival and well-being of
individuals or societies. The social structure is
formed by the combination of family institutions,
marriage institutions, and religious institutions. Thus,
these institutions serve as the fundamental pillars of
social structures. Maintaining stability in society, child
rearing, and monitoring societal groups are all
achievable. Alternatively, we

The fulfillment of societal objectives is observed
through the presence of family, finance, religion,
sovereignty, and education.
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The caste structure is a fundamental institution in
Indian society. The caste system forms the
fundamental structure of Hindu society. The joint
family system and caste system hold significant
importance. The study of Indian rural society is
incomplete without an examination of these
fundamental aspects.

THE ATTRIBUTES OF SOCIAL
INSTITUTIONS:

1) Social customs collectively form an institution.
Institution plays a crucial role in the -cultural
framework. Marriage is the institution through which a
family obtains stability and fulfills the responsibility of
procreation.

2) Institutions exhibit stability within society. For
example, religion.

3) Each institution has one or multiple objectives to
meet the needs. Example: The family institution
serves the purposes of procreation and child rearing.

4) Social institutions possess a distinct symbol. For
example, the symbol that represents the concept of
family is a house.
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5) Each institution possesses both explicit and
implicit traditions and customs. The behavior of the
members is reflected through this.

The characteristics of institutions elucidate the
essence of institutions. Organized behavior is only
achieved through the establishment and operation of
institutions. Institutions have been established to
meet human needs through the practice of traditions
and customs. The development of social institutions
is founded upon philosophy. Various institutions have
emerged in society as a consequence of their
relevance to all aspects of human social life.

THE VARIOUS CATEGORIES OF
SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS:

In order to meet the various requirements of society,
institutions have arisen. The various categories of
institutions are as follows:

1) There are two categories of institutions based on
their origin.

a) Enthusiasm - Institutions such as family, marriage,
and religion originated from long-standing traditions
and customs.
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b) Intentionally - Institutions such as financial,
governmental, and educational have been
deliberately established.

2) The institutes have two distinct working natures.

a) Fundamental Institutions - The welfare of society is
contingent upon the fundamental institutions such as
family, marriage, religion, state, education, and so
forth.

b) Secondary Institutions - The presence of
secondary institutions does not guarantee the
preservation of societal well-being. An entertainment
institution.

c) Working Institutions - Working institutions establish
guidelines for carrying out specific tasks in response
to various requirements.

The family and marriage institutions fulfill the
necessities.

d) Institutions governed by established rules and
regulations, such as religion and the judiciary, exert
control over individuals' behavior.
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e) Institutes are categorized based on their
extension, which can be either worldwide or limited
to a specific extent. The religious institute is a global
phenomenon, whereas the caste institute is confined
to India.

Assess your current level of advancement

Q- Enumerate the characteristics and classifications
of social institutions.

THE SOCIAL INSTITUTES'
CONTRIBUTION TO THE WORK
ACCOMPLISHED:

The establishment of various institutes is driven by a
specific objective. Without this, the institute's
progress is hindered. An institute serves to meet the
essential needs of individuals or society. The
institutes perform various tasks, which include:

1) Meeting the requirements of individuals -

In order to fulfill human needs, it is important to avoid
any conflicts within society. Members adhere to
specific rules that have been established.
Consequently, a conducive climate is established to
facilitate social advancement.

2) Embracing the cultural norms -
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Institutions play a significant role in the lives of
individuals. Institutional inheritance occurs when an
institution is passed down from one generation to
another. In addition to transmitting knowledge, the
culture of the institute is also inherited by the next
generation.

3) Social control refers to the mechanisms and
processes through which society regulates and
influences individual behavior to maintain order and
conformity.

From this perspective, the institutes carry out
significant responsibilities. Each institution has its
own set of regulations. Humans accomplish

They achieve their goals and objectives by adhering
to the rules. Consequently, there are no conflicts
within the society. This contributes to the
maintenance of harmony and welfare within the
society.

4) Establishing a conducive environment -
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Institutions enable humans to satisfy their needs in a
suitable manner. The requirements are met in
accordance with the rules and regulations of the
institution, thus avoiding any conflicts. The creation
of a conducive environment is instrumental in
fostering individual and societal development
towards achieving objectives.

5) Direction -

Institutions play a crucial role in fostering the
advancement of society. Institutions invariably
provide guidance to individuals in meeting their
needs, thereby offering them a clear sense of
purpose. The institution's guidance significantly
saves a substantial amount of time.

6) To ascertain the responsibilities -

Each person must assume various roles within
society. For example, a member of the family or a
constituent of society. The institute determines the
specific responsibilities that are assigned to each
role. Institutions cultivate a conducive environment
for carrying out responsibilities. Consequently, a
highly organized structure is formed.

THE FAMILY INSTITUTION
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Opening:

The Indian culture has a time-honored tradition that
spans thousands of years. In ancient times, the
village served as the focal point for cultural and
social activities. India has been subjected to
numerous invasions throughout its history, resulting
in various transformations. However, the rural
villages have largely remained unchanged. This was
feasible solely due to the significance of the family
institution in ancient times in Indian villages and
culture, which has been conserved up to the present
day. The key elements of Indian society include rural
society, the caste system, and the family system. The
family institution is considered the fundamental and
paramount institution among all others. The family
institution encompasses all aspects. The concept of
family

The institute is present throughout all stages of
human development. The family institution is the
fundamental stage of human development. The rural
society has remained consistent due to the stability of
the family institution.
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The term "family" originated from the Latin word
"Famalus". Family refers to a collective unit
consisting of a father, mother, and their offspring.
Family serves as the focal point of all other
institutions in every society. An individual is born into
a family and typically spends the majority of their time
within the family unit. The family is a distinctive
institution that meets the needs of an individual. An
individual acquires his fundamental lessons of social
life within the family itself. An individual's overall
development is contingent upon the family.

The family institution is a highly valuable resource for
the process of socialization. Upon the birth of a child,
they are endowed with the fundamental
understanding of basic moral principles. The
cultivation of moral values is crucial for the optimal
development of an individual. The family institution
serves as the primary pillar of support for society. An
individual or family experiences a sense of safety
and protection within the family unit.

THE MEANING OF A FAMILY

Various sociologists have proposed diverse
definitions of a family. The following items are:

1) Maclver and Page:
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A family is a small, but adequate and enduring group
formed through sexual relationships, with the
purpose of carrying out activities such as
reproduction and raising children.

2) Dr. D.N. Muzumdar:

A family is a collective of individuals residing in the
same household, who share a biological connection
and exhibit a genuine concern for each other's well-
being. They are also mindful of their respective
responsibilities.

3) Robert Louie:

Family is a social unit formed through the institution
of marriage. A nuclear family consists of a father,
mother, and their children.

4) Kibble Young:

A family is defined as a social group consisting of
one or more males and their one or more females,
who reside together with their own or adopted
children until the children are young, all living in the
same place or house.

5) Thomas:

INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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Family refers to a structured arrangement that
encompasses the relationship between a mother,
father, and their children.

6) Sumner and Kaeler:

Family is a small-scale social institution. This
organization includes two generations based on
blood relationship.

Based on the definitions provided above, certain
specific characteristics are observed.

4.3.2 Characteristics of a family

The fundamental concepts or characteristics of the
family institution remain consistent, regardless of
whether it is located in a rural or urban setting. For
example. Shared dwelling, architectural construction,
cohesion among individuals, etc. However,
significant disparities can still be observed between
rural and urban families. The working patterns and
features are observable. In this section, we will
examine several characteristics of rural society.

INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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1) Marital Relationships: The family institution is
established through the union of a man and a woman
after they are married. This relationship has the
approval of society. The offspring resulting from this
union becomes a permanent member of the family.
Marriages can be categorized as either long-term or
short-term. The termination of this marital relationship
occurs upon the occurrence of death or divorce from
the partner.

2) Blood Relationship: Every member of the family is
biologically related. The relationship between
parents and children is based on a biological
connection, just like their relationship with other
relatives of their parents.

3) Cohabitation: Family members reside together.
Hence, the presence of a shared dwelling is a
significant characteristic of the rural family institution.
The residential dwelling is spacious due to the large
size of the family. Observations indicate that three
generations coexist within a joint family system.

4) The rural areas exhibit a patriarchal family system.
The father assumes the role of the family's patriarch.
He possesses ultimate authority in making decisions.
Every member of the family holds him in high regard
and shows him great respect.
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5) The joint family system is prevalent in rural
households. Due to the cohabitation of three
generations, the family residing in the house is quite
large in size. The property is collectively owned and
accessible to all individuals, granting them the
shared right to utilize it. The concept of labor division
is widely acknowledged.

6) Financial arrangement: The rural families, which
follow a joint family system, typically have a larger
number of members. The patriarch of the family is
obligated to assume the role of nurturing and
supporting the family by ensuring their well-being,
providing financial sustenance, and offering any
necessary assistance. Each member actively
engages in the process of generating income. Each
individual

Each member of the family endeavors to assist the
family leader in augmenting the family's earnings
through the allocation of tasks based on
specialization.
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7) The family operates under a system of discipline
and interdependence, where the oldest member
assumes the role of the family's leader. His decision
is universally obeyed as he has complete control
over the entire family. There is a deficiency in the
presence of a self-centered attitude. This family
exhibits discipline and interdependence. Complying
with the decision of the older generation is a crucial
aspect of this society. Discipline and cooperation
foster a sense of shared responsibility among all
family members.

8) Maintaining Tradition and Culture: Modernization
has brought about significant changes in Indian
society, but rural communities have remained largely
unaffected by these transformations. Rural society
has conserved culture by safeguarding traditions,
practices, behavior in accordance with shastras,
ceremonies, and observances. The oldest member in
the family is highly esteemed and honored. The
business seeks his expertise and knowledge.
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9) The family serves as the most effective medium for
socialization. The family serves as the primary
educational institution for an individual. Family is the
primary source for instilling fundamental moral
values in a child. An individual acquires his
vocational or professional education within the
family, alongside the instillation of moral principles.
Each family member contributes to the child's
socialization by teaching them about discipline,
cooperation, and respect for elders.

10) Family dominance: In a rural society, the family
holds greater significance than the individual. The
concept of family encompasses every individual
within the familial unit. The influential families in the
village hold significance from a political perspective.
The decision made by families is crucial in relation to
this matter. In ancient times, every family participated
in the decision-making process.

11) The family institution takes into account all
aspects of life. It is present in every phase of human
existence. Each member of the family maintains an
emotional bond with one another. Consequently, the
family experiences a strong sense of comfort and
familiarity.
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Industrialization, education, globalization, and
modernization are causing significant
transformations. However, even in contemporary
times, the family institution continues to hold
significant importance in society.

Assess your current level of advancement

Q- Provide the definitions and characteristics of the
family institution.

THE VARIOUS CATEGORIES OF
FAMILY ESTABLISHMENTS

The institution of family has profoundly influenced the
structure of human existence. An individual is
interconnected with society through emotional bonds,
collaboration, and the process of socialization. The
family system also contributes to the economic well-
being of the family. The family institution serves as
the fundamental basis for essential moral principles.
The family institution is the central focus of rural life.
Thus, the family institution holds significant
importance in rural society.
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When examining the role of family institutions in
human life, we can identify distinct characteristics
that are determined by their structure. Based on that
criterion, families can be classified into the following
categories:

1) Family size: There are two categories of families
based on of members they have:

a) The joint family system-

b) The nuclear family system-

2) According to the gender identification of the head
of the household:

There are two categories based on this structure:

a) A matriarchal family-

b) Patriarchal Family-

1) Family size: The specific information regarding the
members of this family is as follows:

INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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a) The joint family system has become a distinctive
characteristic of rural life due to the prevalence of
agriculture as the primary occupation in rural areas.
The joint family system was the only viable option to
meet the labor demands of agricultural operations.
The joint family system is considered advantageous
for human life. The following definitions will provide a
clear understanding of the concept of the joint family
system:

1) Dr. Iravati Karve defines a joint family as a
collective of individuals residing together in one
household, sharing meals prepared in a common
cooking area (Chula). The property is owned
collectively by the entire family, and all members
participate in the family's religious and cultural
practices. Additionally, they are connected to one
another through specific familial relationships.

2) Dr M.N.Shrinivas defines a joint family as a
household consisting of a husband, wife, their
married children, their grandchildren, and unmarried
girls.
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Joint families can be classified into two categories
based on race and brotherhood. The racial family
consists of grandparents, parents, and their
grandchildren. The brotherhood family comprises
brothers who are married, along with their respective
families. In addition, a joint family encompasses
widows, deserted wives, or aunts and their offspring.

Features of Joint Family System - The Patriarch or
The Executor -

The individual who holds the highest authority within
a joint family is commonly referred to as the doer. In a
patriarchal family, the father assumes the role of the
family's head, while in a matriarchal family, it is the
mother who  holds  this  position. The
patriarch/matriarch of the family exerts authority over
the family by enforcing discipline and adhering to
rules and regulations. He makes decisions regarding
the allocation of labor within the family and the well-
being of its members. He holds a prominent position
within the family.

Standard Fireplace -
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In a joint family system, meals for all members are
prepared in a communal kitchen. Thus, Dr. Iravati
Karve and Shri S.C. Dube have agreed to the
implementation of a shared kitchen facility. In a joint
family, all families share the same kitchen, regardless
of their differences. Food is prepared using a shared
kitchen and a communal fireplace.

Residential Area -

In a joint family, all the members reside together in a
single dwelling. Consequently, we observe shared
kitchen facilites, a communal dining area, and
collectively owned property. Residing in a particular
location fosters a sense of emotional attachment and

unity.
Publicly owned assets -

In a joint family, all members possess co-ownership
of both movable and immovable ancestral property.
Each individual is entitled to fully experience the
advantages of the property. Each person strives to
generate supplementary revenue for their assets.
The patriarch of the family possesses exclusive
entittements to property. The family is regarded as
the custodian of the property. The defining
characteristic of this family system is its ability to
meet the needs of its members and provide them with
financial stability.
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Collective veneration and reverence -

Religious worships and adorations foster an
emotional connection among family members. In a
joint family, religious rituals and worship of deities
are performed during festivals, ceremonies, and
functions, in addition to the regular daily worship.
They possess a

A widely revered deity who is worshipped with
immense devotion and unwavering faith. Worship
fosters emotional cohesion and cultivates a sense of
accountability.

Large dimensions -

According to Dr. Desai, a joint family consists of
members from at least three generations. Iravati
Karve defines a joint family as a group of relatives.
Due to the larger number of members, joint families
tend to be large in size.

The joint family system in rural societies is
advantageous. Raising children is facilitated with
great ease and efficiency within a joint family
structure. During emergencies, individuals are
safeguarded and provided with clear guidance to
foster the development of responsible citizens.

Assess your current level of advancement
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There are various types of family systems, each with
distinct features. These include nuclear families,
extended families, single-parent families, and
blended families. Nuclear families consist of a
married couple and their children, while extended
families include additional relatives such as
grandparents, aunts, and uncles. Single-parent
families are headed by one parent, and blended
families are formed when two separate families
merge due to remarriage. Each type of family system
has its own unique characteristics and dynamics.

Nuclear Family:

The rural economy underwent a rapid transformation.
The joint family system significantly declined as a
result of industrialization, urbanization, and
modernization, giving rise to the nuclear family
system. A nuclear family is a compact unit consisting
of a husband, wife, and their offspring. Since both
individuals are employed, they jointly assume the
responsibility for maintaining the household.
Individual development is attained through the
exercise of autonomy in thinking and decision-
making.

Characteristics of the Nuclear Family System:

Positive Family Relationships:
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The family has a limited number of members,
resulting in close relationships among them. They
experience emotions of love, affection, and a strong
connection with one another. Due to the small
number of members, there is no animosity or
jealousy among them.

Economic autonomy:

In a joint family system, the principle of collective
ownership and utilization is upheld, restricting
individual freedom to use the property. However, in a
nuclear family, individuals have the freedom to use
money independently. Income sources, income
utilization, savings, and other financial aspects are
managed at an individual level. An individual has the
option to allocate the earned income towards
supporting his own family. Thus, the person is
content. They exert diligent effort to elevate the level
of income.

Enhancement of Personality:

Within a nuclear family, an individual possesses the
autonomy to select an education path that aligns with
their personal preferences and advance accordingly.
He is able to engage in various disciplines such as
the arts and sports. Individuals have the freedom to
make decisions, which allows them to cultivate their
personality.
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Constrained by its dimensions:

The nuclear family is characterized by its small size.
Due to the absence of child marriages and the
increase in the age limit for marriage, the duration or
timing of procreation has decreased. The size of a
family is determined by the income of the family. The
concept of "Small Family Happy Family" is based on
the acceptance that families of this type have a
smaller number of children.

2) According to the gender identification of the head
of the household -

The power dynamics within patriarchal and
matriarchal families can be determined based on
their formal authority and information regarding their
dwellings.

A) Patriarchal Family -

INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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In this system, all authority is vested in the father. The
wife moves in with her husband and becomes a
member of his family line. The genealogical table
proceeds from the paternal lineage. The eldest child
receives the inheritance of the property from his
father. Women in this family system are assigned a
subordinate status or are given minimal significance.
Males play a crucial role in the process of generating
income, while females are solely responsible for
managing the kitchen and taking care of the children.
The Indian society is predominantly characterized by
the patriarchal family system. The father exercises
complete authority over the family. Even the maternal
relatives are given less significance.

Matriarchal Family -

In this system, women exert authority over the family.
The family is identified based on the matrilineal
descent. The daughter receives the property as an
inheritance from her mother. In this system, the
husband resides at his wife's residence. The
husband's contribution to the process of earning
income is insignificant. The role of the father is
diminished in the family. Mother holds all the power
exclusively. The genealogical table of the family
extends from the maternal lineage. The Nair
community in the south and some scheduled tribes
exhibit a matriarchal family system. The paternal
relatives are accorded less significance.
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The matriarchal family system is established with the
purpose of preserving the purity of the lineage and
preventing the transfer of property, among other
reasons. However, in the contemporary era, this
system lacks significant relevance.

Assess your current level of advancement

Q- Provide information on the nuclear, matriarchal,
and patriarchal family systems.

THE FUNCTIONS OF THE FAMILY

The family system holds significant importance in
human society. The society has achieved stability as
a result of the family system. While the functions of
the family system may be undergoing changes, the
fundamental structure of the family remains
unchanged. The functions of the family can be
outlined as follows:

1) Families serve as a crucial component in the
process of production.

a) Gender -

Sexual gratification is a fundamental requirement for
the human species.
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This is accomplished through the institution of the
family. This relationship is socially accepted. Thus, it
can be stated that this family institution is founded
upon sexual relationships.

b) Reproduction -

This serves as another crucial function within the
family system. Procreation occurs within families
through sexual reproduction. This aspect is crucial
for the maintenance of social stability and the
survival of society.

c) Parenting -

If the sole purpose of work was restricted to
procreation, the significance of the family system
would not have been greatly emphasized. In addition
to reproduction, the family also fulfills the crucial role
of raising and caring for children. Children rely on
their elders for an extended duration, and as a result,
the entire family and other relatives provide care for
the child from their early years until they achieve
independence.

Psychological function:
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An individual derives gratification and security within
the familial unit. He experiences mental satisfaction
due to the love and respect they have for each other.
The traditions, culture, and practices within a family
contribute to the development of humanism. Personal
growth can only occur within the context of a family.
An individual who is physically and mentally frail
receives protection within the confines of their family.
He acquires the fortitude to confront any
circumstance in life. Consequently, an individual can
live a stable and prosperous life.

Socialization refers to the process by which
individuals acquire the knowledge, skills, and
behaviors necessary to function effectively in society.

Children are introduced to traditions, customs and
basic moral values. A child is given lessons of
mental, social and linguistic skills which are
important for personal development which help them
to be successful in life. A feeling of hope and desire
is created so that he can lead a hopeful life and be
an important constituent of the society. Family
controls the important social incidents of an
individual. Social culture is transferred from one
generation to another because of family only.

Finance function -
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Finance function is important function to fulfill the
basic needs of the members in the family. Since
ancient period the finance function of the family
institution is continuing non stop. Agriculture is the
center of income generation. Before industrialization
the family institution was self sufficient in case of
finance. Occupational education and income
generation and such other things are learnt in the
family itself.

Entertainment -

Due to lack of transport and communication ancient
villages were separated. As a result they lacked
alternative resources and means of entertainment.
Entertainment is an individual’s social necessity, so it
is fulfilled from the rural family. This need was fulfilled
through small incidents like telling stories, singing
songs, playing different games, imitating each other,
sharing experiences of the elderly people.

Rural family institution performs the above mentioned
function. This shows the place of family institution in
human life. Overall development of an individual and
the process of humanism is possible because of
family only. Even though there are changes in the
family structure nowadays, still family institution is
still important.

124


https://app.designrr.io/projectHtml/1665695?token=0b035f83b2bfda7700982376bfc541fc&embed_fonts=&pdf=1

INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Check your progress

Q- Give the characteristic features of family
institution.

CHANGES IN THE FAMILY
INSTITUTION

Ancient Indian rural family system was based on
specific economic situation and occupation. In the
middle of 19th century because of industrialization a
drastic change came in the rural

family system. There was a change in the financial
status. Joint family disintegrated and nuclear families
came into existence. Along with the change in the
family size , there was a change in the family
structure and functions also. The factors responsible
for this change are as follows:-

1) Industrialization -

Due to industrialization the traditional occupations
were destroyed as a result people started migrating
towards cities in search of jobs. In industries in the
urban areas people started getting employment and
the labour paid to them was high. So the rural
families started migrating to cities. Joint family
system disintegrated due to factors like space to live
in, rising expenditure, freedom of an individual.

125


https://app.designrr.io/projectHtml/1665695?token=0b035f83b2bfda7700982376bfc541fc&embed_fonts=&pdf=1

INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT

2) Effect of Westernization -

Because of industrialization-urbanization and
modernization took place at a faster rate. Society had
an effect of westernization. Even the rural society
was affected. Due to an individual’s freedom the self-
centered tendency developed. Preference was given
to materialistic happiness. Features like sacrifice,
fulfilling the duties, and co-operation started to
disintegrate. It was due to westernization the joint
family system was disintegrated.

3) Women'’s Education -

In the rural areas the jurisdiction of woman was
limited to kitchen and children. She didn’t have any
status in the family. After independence the thought
of women education spread. There was a change in
her work. She stepped out of the circle of tradition
and culture. She started to progress by working
equally with the males to earn money. As a result she
could participate in the decision making process.
She took the decision regarding the size of the family.
Women education made lots of changes in the family
system.

4) Occupational Dynamism -
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Every individual’s occupation was fixed in the olden
rural family system. Individual had no freedom to
choose his own occupation. Family was related to
agriculture and house hold industries. Occupational
dynamism got its mobility because  of
industrialization, equality and freedom, urbanization
and education.

5) Urbanization -

In the ancient rural families all the needs of an
individual were fulfilled in the family itself. Due to
urbanization there was a change in the functions or
working of the rural families. The needs, were fulfilled
in a family, but nowadays to fulfill these needs in a
better way many individual institutions are created.

6) Self centered thought -

In a joint family the head of he joint family controlled
the family. Uniformity was seen in the family. But in
the modern times self-centered thoughts for self-
benefit started emerging in the minds of people. The
feeling of affection towards the family started
decreasing. As the individuals got equal chance in
education and service self-centered nature was
nurtured and families started disintegrating.

7) Social Change and Rules -
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Due to social changes joint families responsibilities
were minimized due to the establishment of
educational institutions, Occupational training
institutes, child caring centers, entertainment
sources. Rules like inheritance of property, child
marriage act, widow remarriage act came into
existence. Share in the property was possible
through law. Now the people did not feel the need of
staying together. Rules like life insurance, pension
after retirement of service for social security were
made so that the families individual responsibility
was minimized and this paved the way for
disintegration of family.

In the process of urbanization there were changes in
the rural society life and also in the rural families. The
patriarch's significance diminished as individualism,
personal autonomy, and ambition grew in
importance. There was a division in cohabitation.
The strong emotional connection began to weaken.
The distribution of property commenced, leading to
an increase in individuals' ambitions and aspirations
due to their diverse occupations. Individual families
began relocating to urban areas, bringing along their
portion of property. Consequently, Indian rural
families began to break apart.
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RURAL SOCIAL
INSTITUTIONS - CASTE
SYSTEM AND CLASS
STRUCTURE

INTRODUCTION

The Indian society is stratified into various social
groups based on caste. Caste is a distinctive
characteristic of Indian society. The caste systemis a
fundamental and all-encompassing institution. Indian
society is segmented into distinct groups.

High socioeconomic status and low socioeconomic
status. Caste exerts complete dominion over all
aspects of an individual's social existence, spanning
from their birth until their demise. The principle of
caste governs and regulates the economic, social,
and religious aspects of society. It has molded the
Indian society. Several conscientious individuals
have shared their perspectives on the topic of caste.

The following items are:
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Racial discrimination was widespread during the
Veda period as well. The Rig-Veda states that
according to a specific Vedic hymn, Brahmins,
Kshatriyas, Vaishyas, and Shudras were created
from different parts of Lord Brahma's body.
Specifically, Brahmins were formed from his face,
Kshatriyas from his hands, Vaishyas from his thighs,
and Shudras from his legs. Similarly, an individual
could attain membership in other Varnas based on
their inherent qualities and fate. Membership did not
originate from birth. Untouchability was also
imperceptible.

During the post-Vedic period, Brahmins commenced
the practice of performing yagnya. They were granted
elevated social status, as well as the privilege to
engage in religious activities. The Kshatriyas were
entrusted with the duty of safeguarding the
community, while the Vaishyas were responsible for
the cultivation and commercialization of food grains.
The Shudras encompassed individuals of low social
status. Currently, India is home to over 3000 distinct
caste and sub-caste groups. An individual's status is
determined by both the caste structure and the class
structure, with the latter also being influenced by
caste. Caste significantly influences an individual's
personal life. Thus, in order to comprehend Indian
society, it is imperative to examine the characteristics
of the caste system and its functioning.
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CASTE SYSTEMS

The term "caste" originated from the Portuguese
word "Casta" and the Latin word "Castus". It refers to
categorizing individuals based on their birth and
race.

Social scientists have provided various definitions of
caste. The following items are:

5.2.1 Caste definitions
1) Muzumdar and Madan:

"Caste is a socially stratified group that is exclusive
and rigid."

2) Charles Kule:

"A society organized according to social class is a
caste system."

3) Mac Iver and page:

A caste is formed when a predetermined status is
established and cannot be altered by destiny,
resulting in a rigid class structure.
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4) M.N. Srinivas:

Caste refers to a social group that is based on
hereditary occupation and typically resides in
specific local areas. They possess a distinct
customary vocation. Caste holds a unique position
within the local and social sphere. Within this system,
an individual is assigned a specific caste at birth,
which  determines their social status and
corresponding responsibilities.

5) Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar:

"Inter-caste marriages have perpetuated the caste
system for centuries."

6) Dr. Iravati Karve:

"When a family or group adopts a single shared
name, they form a caste. A caste refers to an
extended family."

INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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Based on the aforementioned definitions, it is evident
that an individual's status, occupation, and choice of
marriage partner are predetermined at birth, leaving
no room for personal agency or the ability to alter
these circumstances. The caste system determined
an individual's lifestyle, attire, diet, and social status.
The caste system remains highly prevalent in rural
areas to this day. One's life is determined by their
social class.

The caste system cannot be fully elucidated solely
through definitions. Thus, Hatton, N.K. Datt, and Dr.
Ghurye have proposed certain attributes of caste.
The following items are:

THE ATTRIBUTES OF CASTE:

1) Segregation of society into segments:
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The caste system has resulted in the division of
society into numerous segments. This led to a
divergence in the occupational structure, culture, and
traditions, resulting in each section or group
developing its distinct identity. Each caste possessed
a distinct identity and way of life. Social scientists
have classified them as cultural groups due to the
transmission of traditions from one group to another.
The caste Panchayat was established to preserve its
distinct characteristics. As a consequence, the caste
groups became more closely connected. Sub-castes
originated as subdivisions of the main caste and
eventually evolved into distinct caste groups. Dr.
Ghurye has stated that society is divided into both
small and large groups.

Higher and lower:

INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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The caste system can be likened to a descending
slope. The object has a tapered shape, with a narrow
top and a broad bottom. In the upper echelons of
society, the size of family units is smaller, whereas in
the middle and lower social classes, family sizes
tend to be larger. The elite class wields authority and
also benefits from the exclusive entittements. Various
caste groups emerged, each with distinct roles and
responsibilities. The Brahmins were entrusted with
the task of acquiring knowledge and imparting
education, while the Kshatriyas were responsible for
maintaining security.

The Vaishyas were responsible for conducting trade
and commerce, while the Shudras were assigned the
remaining services. The caste system was
hereditary, making it impossible for individuals to
alter their social status acquired at birth.

Marriage regulations:
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Caste is regarded as a social group that influences
intermarriage. The caste has imposed restrictions on
marriage. According to the caste system, individuals
are required to marry within their own caste. If he
enters into a marriage with someone from a different
caste, he and his family will face social exclusion
and be ostracized from the caste. The preservation of
caste superiority was the underlying motive for this
rule. Caste has maintained its integrity and
dominance by practicing endogamy and limiting
inter-caste marriages, thereby preventing the
emergence of sub-castes. Inter-caste marriages
allowed each group to maintain its distinct identity.

Limitations on the choice of trade or business:
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Each caste had a specific and unchanging
occupation. Business operations were bound by
tradition, thus limiting them to engage in the same
type of business as dictated by the group's customary
practices. An individual lacked autonomy in selecting
their preferred business or pursuing their artistic
talents. An individual's social standing was
contingent upon the nature of their occupation or
enterprise. Since the caste system is determined in a
hierarchical manner, the trade conducted by the
upper class was of superior quality. The caste
derived its name from the trade they specialized in,
and their expertise was exclusive to members of the
caste, with strict confidentiality. Both agriculture and
army enrollment were provided at no cost to
everyone. However, the trade or occupation
remained largely unchanged. Consequently, the
individual achieved economic stability through their
business or profession.

Social interaction limitations:
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The caste system has exerted complete dominion
over every aspect of an individual's existence.
Stringent limitations were imposed on social
interactions. Any presence or contact from a lower
social class was strictly prohibited. The individual's
behavior or cognition was subject to constraints.
Food and water were prohibited from being taken by
individuals belonging to an inferior caste. These
rules were adhered to rigorously. The lower caste
group was required to maintain a certain level of
social distance when conversing with a Brahmin.

Limitations imposed by society and religion:

According to the hierarchical arrangement of the
caste system, individuals attain their social status in
descending order. Consequently, the social and
religious rights were prohibited for the inferior or
lower class. Stringent limitations were imposed on
their dietary intake, attire, and residential choices
within the village. There was a regulation in place
that mandated the exclusion of individuals from the
lower social class to remain outside the village. They
were prohibited from accessing water from the village
well. In order to clean the path they were using, they
either fastened a broom to their waist or carried a
horn with them.
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The lower class individuals were prohibited from
engaging in any religious rituals or acquiring
knowledge of Vedas or religious texts. The Brahmins
received patronage from the kings due to their
perceived superiority.

The caste system held significant importance in
Indian social life due to these distinctive
characteristics. Over time, this system underwent
alterations.

Assess your current level of advancement

Q- Enumerate the distinctive attributes of the caste.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CASTE

The caste system is a significant social institution in
Indian society. The caste system has played a crucial
role in the preservation of Indian culture over an
extended period. The significance of caste can be
comprehended through the following factors.

1) Caste is the primary foundation of the Indian social
institution. The grading and social status of
individuals in society are determined solely based on
their caste.
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2) Despite the grading being based on caste,
cooperation and mutual assistance were the primary
focus. The owners previously provided assistance to
their workers from the lower socioeconomic class,
either in the form of direct aid or financial support.

3) Due to the caste institution's establishment of a
predetermined  occupational  structure, every
individual had a designated job, resulting in the
absence of unemployment. In the present era, there
Is a lack of competition in all occupations.

The prevalence of inter-caste marriage is a result of
the caste system. Caste is commonly referred to as
an endogamous social group, meaning a group that
practices marriage within its own community. This
has ensured the preservation of the race and
traditional cultures and characteristics of the
particular group.

5) The preservation of traditional occupational skills
was made possible due to the specialization of labor
in the caste system.

Due to the caste system, only rural culture was able
to establish and maintain stable moral principles,
which have been preserved and continue to be
adhered to.
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7) Each caste relies on the assistance of other
castes, thus providing shelter to one another.
Through their dedication to service and collaboration,
they fostered a sense of social cohesion and
empathy towards one another.

The caste institution maintained discipline and unity
through its rigorous rules and restrictions.

Assess your current level of advancement

Q- Significance of the caste system.

THE ROLES AND
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CASTE

The caste system ensured the long-term stability and
strength of the social structure in the society for
centuries. An individual's social status is determined
by both their caste and their occupation. Hutton
asserts that the caste system exerts control over an
individual's life from birth until death. Caste has
established a well-organized social hierarchy. An
individual's life is solely determined by their caste.
The caste institutions have the following functions:

1) Functions related to finance -

A) Convenience and Certainty of Employment:
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Each caste was assigned a specific occupation.
Traditional occupations were typically taught within
the family unit. Due to job security, there was no
internal competition among individuals, nor was
there any issue of unemployment. The caste system
has contributed to the establishment of economic
stability within society.

B) The allocation of tasks and responsibilities among
individuals or groups:

An individual received vocational training within their
own family. Through diligent practice, they developed
exceptional expertise in that specific profession. Due
to the automatic allocation of occupations, a division
of labor occurred. The division of labor system was
highly efficient as each individual diligently
performed their assigned tasks. Balutedari
exemplifies the concept of division of labor at its
finest.

C) Ensuring both social and financial stability:

Thanks to job security, they were not confronted with
the issue of unemployment. The term "caste" was
used to describe a social group based on
occupation. As
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The occupation was inherited across generations,
providing the people with both social and financial
security. The caste system determined an individual's
social status. The absence of freedom to alter one's
caste and occupation precluded the presence of
feelings of hatred and jealousy.

The caste institution is commonly referred to as a
form of social security. Traditional occupations
provide individuals with social and financial security,
even in the event of physical disability, illness, or old
age.

2) The societal roles and purposes served by the
caste system.

A) Ensuring social standing -

The caste system is characterized by the presence of
superiority and inferiority. Caste determines one's
social status. Since an individual's caste is
determined at birth, their social status is determined
by their caste rather than their circumstances.

B) Advocacy for the institution of marriage -
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An individual was obligated to marry within their own
caste due to the absence of permission to marry
outside of it. Society prohibited inter-caste marriages.
Hence, it is commonly asserted that caste serves as
the foundation or pillar of the institution of marriage.
These rules are adhered to not only in the main caste
but also in the sub-caste.

C) Regulation of Individual Behavior -

An individual must conform to the regulations
established by their caste. It is observed that caste
exerts influence over an individual's behavior.
Individuals who failed to adhere to the regulations
were subjected to strict disciplinary measures. The
society adhered to these rules rigorously. The caste
institution used to enforce regulated practices such
as reciprocity and imposing fines for behavior
considered appropriate or inappropriate, either on an
individual or on the entire family.

D) Establishing Rural Leadership -

Rural leadership is intricately linked to the caste
system. In ancient times, the political affairs of
individuals were governed by their caste. The
villagers acquiesced to his decision without any
dissent. Even in the present day, caste continues to
exert significant influence in the political affairs of
rural areas.
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E) Safeguarding the society and culture -

The caste institution served as a safeguard for the
society and culture. The caste institutions in India
remained intact despite multiple invasions. They
remained intact as time elapsed. The caste system
fostered the formation of cohesive small groups. The
caste institution functions as a safeguard for the
society. A specific work structure was created due to
social function. The caste system determined both an
individual's social standing and their position in
society.

3) Role of the caste within the community

1) Safeguarding religious sentiments -

Each caste adheres to its own prescribed customs
and these customs are followed by the individuals.
Religious sentiments are cultivated through these
observances. By upholding fundamental ethical
principles, an individual cultivates virtuous character
traits. This is transmitted from one generation to the
next. The caste system has served to maintain and
uphold religious traditions.

2) Ensuring the survival of the species -
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The inter-caste marriage rule is strictly enforced.
Inter-caste marriages help maintain blood relations
and contribute to the formation of a harmonious
society.

3) Proficiency in job-related abilities -

The caste system maintained its preservation of
occupational expertise. The skill was transmitted to
the succeeding generation. Occupations that are
similar and governed by similar rules foster a sense
of unity within a caste.

The caste system provides individuals with
psychological reassurance and contributes to social
stability.

Assess your current level of advancement

The caste institution operates through a hierarchical
system that assigns individuals to specific social
groups based on their birth. This system regulates
social interactions, occupations, and marriage
alliances, with each caste having its own set of
privileges and restrictions.

DISADVANTAGES OF THE CASTE
SYSTEM:
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The caste system has significantly influenced the
social and economic framework. Over time, the caste
institutions underwent numerous transformations.
However, there were also some drawbacks.

The following items are:

1) Disadvantages arising from the financial
perspective

A) Detrimental to cognitive vigilance -

Despite possessing skills in various occupations,
individuals were restricted from practicing
occupations outside of their assigned castes due to
the rigid occupational system. The caste system and
its regulations served as obstacles to the functioning.
One of the major drawbacks of the caste system was
the limitations it imposed on occupational choices.

B) Detrimental to financial development -

INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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The presence of the caste system erodes the sense
of communal progress in people's minds. The sole
preoccupation of their minds is to advance their own
caste and contribute towards the betterment of their
community within the caste. The rules and
regulations within the caste act as impediments to
the operational effectiveness of individuals. An
inherent drawback of this situation was the absence
of autonomy in selecting their profession.

C) Disparity in the allocation of wealth and workforce

Due to the caste system, the lower caste group was
assigned the more arduous tasks, yet they received
significantly less income in return. The individuals
belonging to the higher caste obtained less laborious
yet more lucrative employment opportunities. For
example, the family priest, who is knowledgeable in
shastras, assumes authority and takes advantage of
the lower-class individuals. The outcome was that
the subordinate class encountered challenges in
meeting their fundamental necessities.

2) Negative social consequences

A) Hegemony of the dominant social class -
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An inherent drawback of the caste system was the
emergence of a dominant superior class that exerted
control and exploited the subordinate class. The
lower socioeconomic stratum was responsible for
performing arduous tasks. As a result of this
corruption, adultery and economic exploitation
experienced a rise.

B) Rise in caste-based discrimination -

The caste system gives rise to the issue of
untouchability. In Hinduism, certain castes perceive
themselves as superior while regarding others as
inferior. The privileged class has oppressed the
marginalized Scheduled class by imposing
restricions on them. Consequently, the Hindu
religion became segregated into two groups: the
touchable and the untouchables, leading to conflicts
between them.

C) Lack of personal development in an individual -

Each person was subjugated by their caste, which
forced them to persist in their customary occupation.
The caste system exerted control over not only the
education system but also the institution of marriage.

These limitations posed obstacles to an individual's
comprehensive development and capability.
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D) Promotion of embracing a novel religious belief -

The inferior group has long been deprived of their
rights due to the caste system. The upper class
began to exploit the lower class. Individuals who
violated the caste regulations were required to face
consequences such as paying fines, receiving
punishments, or being excluded from the caste. This
led to a loss of faith in the religion among the lower
socioeconomic class.

Individuals from different religious backgrounds
capitalized on this opportunity and began converting
a significant number of people.

E) Detrimental to Social Cohesion -

The caste system segregated society into numerous
social groups. The groups were segregated into the
upper class and lower class, leading to the
cultivation of animosity towards the lower class. This
had a detrimental impact on social cohesion.

3) Additional Drawbacks

A) Detrimental to Cultural Cohesion -
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A sense of superiority and inferiority emerged among
the individuals. Mutual exchange and reciprocity
became unattainable between individuals. Each
caste aspired to distinguish itself from the others,
leading to animosity. Despite the shared culture
within the society, the absence of cultural cohesion
was evident.

B) Detrimental to the Nation -

The formation of sub-castes led to an escalation in
conflicts between different castes. A sense of
animosity arose among the upper caste. They began
asserting their entittements. This was endorsed by
the political leaders, which ultimately had detrimental
effects on the national cohesion.

C) Inter-caste conflicts -

Due to the uneven distribution of castes, there was a
rise in animosity and conflicts among the various
castes. One group experienced close proximity while
the other group faced mistreatment. Partiality and
obstinacy arise within their own caste group, without
considering notions of justice or injustice towards
other castes.
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The aforementioned drawbacks are inherent in the
caste system. In contemporary society, casteism may
not be overtly visible, but the prevalence of caste
distinctions continues to grow.

Assess your current level of advancement

Q- Enumerate the disadvantages of the caste system.

MODIFICATIONS IN THE CASTE
SYSTEM

The Indian caste system has maintained its stability
for millennia owing to its robust foundation. However,
the caste system has undergone certain
modifications as a result of advancements in science
and technology in the contemporary era. The advent
of transportation and communication has facilitated
increased mobility within Indian society. The caste
institution underwent rapid changes. The following
are the justifications for this alteration.

Industrialization refers to the process of developing
industries in a society or country.
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Industrialization precipitated a transformation in the
caste system. It is observed that individuals from
diverse castes and religions collaborate in a factory,
leading to the creation of a social group. The sense
of superiority and inferiority is completely
disregarded, and the regulations pertaining to food
and other aspects must be set aside. This leads to
the alteration of the caste system.

Urbanization refers to the process of population
growth and the increase in the proportion of people
living in urban areas compared to rural areas.

In ancient India, the handicraft industries served as
the primary source of income, and there was a
significant demand for these goods. However, the
handicrafts industries experienced a decline as a
result of the industrialization process that took place
during the British period. Metropolises were
established and individuals relocated to these urban
centers in pursuit of employment. Due to the
population growth in these cities, individuals were
compelled to reside in densely populated areas.
Consequently, adhering to the regulations of the
caste proved to be challenging. The introduction of
marketing systems, entertainment sources, and
hotels led to the imposition of limitations on the rules
and regulations of the caste system, resulting in its
transformation.
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Academic pursuits:

In the contemporary era, individuals from all social
strata have the opportunity to access education. The
eradication of narrow-mindedness occurred within
the collective consciousness of the individuals. They
embraced contemporary ideology. Students from
various castes were studying together in the same
institution, resulting in a reduction of caste-based
discrimination. Through education, individuals from
lower castes were able to attain higher positions in
offices and expand their social networks, leading to
the eradication of caste distinctions in society.

Escalating impact of social stratification:

As a result of industrialization, traditional occupations
began to decline. Individuals relocated to urban
areas in pursuit of employment opportunities. The
class structure proved to be more efficient in urban
areas compared to the caste structure. As a result,
individuals abandoned their traditional occupations
and pursued alternative employment opportunities in
order to attain higher income and social standing.
The introduction of class structure resulted in a
transformation of the societal caste system.

Recent legislation:
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The caste system exerted control over individuals'
occupation and social status. The principle of
equality was adopted by the constitution after gaining
independence. Individuals had the freedom to
choose and pursue any kind of profession. Legally, it
was mandatory for everyone to adhere to identical
rules and regulations. This led to a tangible
transformation in the caste system.

The aforementioned factors have unequivocally
influenced the caste system, resulting in changes.
The caste system has exerted significant influence
on society during the ancient and medieval periods.
Despite the presence of alterations in the caste
system, rural society and its structure continue to be
fundamentally rooted in the caste system.

Assess your current level of advancement

Factors influencing the transformation of the caste
system.

RURAL SOCIAL
STRATIFICATION
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Upon examining the definitions and characteristics of
the caste system, it becomes evident that the Indian
social hierarchy was founded upon this system. This
particular societal structure is unparalleled. There is
still a class structure present in society and culture in
other parts of the world. There are two types of social
grading: open grading and close grading. Race,
caste, and social status are categorized as closed
grading, while distribution based on the class system
is categorized as open grading. Following the
industrialization period, an individual's social status
became determined and recognized based solely on
their accomplishments. By the late 19th century,
factors such as education, income, and social
standing played a significant role in determining an
individual's social status. This was the era in which
the class hierarchy truly developed. A class refers to
a collective of individuals who possess equal status.
This class exhibits identical characteristics, as both
the fundamental values and income levels are
equivalent. One class is superior to the other, while
the other class is inferior. Every class endeavors to
uphold its status and level.

CLASS CHARACTERISTICS

The definitions provided by social scientists can help
us comprehend the nature and distinctions of the
class structure.
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Mac Iver and Page define social class as a distinct
group of individuals who possess a particular social
status that sets them apart from other classes.

Augburn Nimkoff defines social class as a group of
individuals who are either superior or inferior based
on their social status. Ginsberg describes class as a
collective of people who share a similar lifestyle,
mindset, emotions, and inclinations due to shared
inheritance, wealth, education, occupation, or other
factors. These individuals come together and
perceive themselves as part of the same community.

Based on the definitions provided above, certain
characteristics can be inferred.

THE ATTRIBUTES OF A CLASS
SYSTEM

1) Sense of superiority-inferiority:
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In every society, various groups exist, each
comprised of individuals of equal social standing.
These groups engage in comparisons with one
another, determining their own relative superiority or
inferiority. In a class system, the presence of
superiority or inferiority is highly prevalent. Due to
this sensation, they exhibit distinct characteristics
compared to other classes. Each class has a
fondness for its own class. Individuals belonging to
the superior class possess a higher social standing,
while those in the inferior class hold a subordinate
position.

2) Birth does not determine one's social class.

While an individual's caste is determined by birth,
their social class is not. In a class system, an
individual's social status is determined by their
capacity and not by their birth. Due to an individual's
aptitude, they are able to perceive themselves as
belonging to the upper echelons of society. The class
structure exhibits mobility. An individual from a lower
socioeconomic class can ascend to a higher
socioeconomic class based on their own abilities,
while an individual from a higher socioeconomic
class can descend to a lower socioeconomic class
due to their actions. Birth is not the determining factor
for social class; rather, it is the individual's social and
financial standing.
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3) Class instability:

Ginsberg asserts that the fundamental elements of
social hierarchy are education, occupation, and
wealth. Due to the variability of these factors, a class
can be considered an unstable group. The reason for
this is that an individual's education and economic
circumstances are subject to change, leading to a
corresponding change in their social standing.
Wealthy individuals have the potential to either
amass great wealth or experience a decline in their
financial status, while individuals with lower income
have the opportunity to accumulate wealth or join the
ranks of the middle-class earners.

Restricted social interactions:

Within a classroom setting, there exists a sense of
both superiority and inferiority. The individual has a
fondness for his class. Consequently, he has
restricted

Interactions with the rest of the social class. People
from the same class are invited for the social and
cultural functions. The underlying sentiment is that
we possess distinct qualities compared to others.

An Optimal Lifestyle:
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Level of the people having same income group is at
the same level. Their way of living is the same. For
ex- their residence, clothing pattern, food, children’s
education, likes-dislikes. An individual tries to
maintain Marital relations and Business relations in
their respective class only. As a result classes have a
specific framework of lifestyle.

Check your progress

Q- Explain the characteristic features of class
structure.

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CASTE
AND CLASS

Difference in the caste and class structure is seen in
its definitions only. The social class which, has birth
as its base is termed as caste. While the social class
having common status is termed as caste. Caste and
class are the two types of social standardization.
There are basic differences in these two types.

1) Caste is the unique feature of Indian society and
its membership is acquired by birth, while class
system is seen everywhere and its membership is
acquired by an individual’s capability.
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2) An individual cannot change his caste. Caste is
not based on economic condition but related to
religious factor. But everyone has the right to change
to change his class. Class is based on economic
conditions and is free from religious bias.

3) There are restrictions on inter-caste marriage and
traditional occupations in the caste, while in the class
structure there are restricions on the marriage
institution. In the same way an individual can choose
his an occupation of his choice.

4) There are restrictions on the marriages amongst
each other and they lack mobility is its feature. There
are no restrictions in the marriages amongst each
other and mobility is the feature of class.

5) The caste Panchayat has total control over the
caste. Caste comes under closed standardization
while there is no such standardization in the class
structure.

From the above differences it is clear that caste is
acquired by birth and class gives importance to self
ability. The above features of caste are becoming
extinct, due to which the basis of caste have
disappeared.

Check your progress
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Q- Distinguish between caste and class.

CLASS STRUCTURE IN RURAL
SOCIETY

Though the caste controls the Indian rural society we
can't say it as a classless society.

In rural society, there is inequality in economic
conditions and social status. Just as every class
possesses its unique lifestyle, traditions, and
customs. Consequently, all individuals conduct
themselves within the societal framework. In rural
societies, relationships are determined by the
hierarchical positions of individuals, with some being
considered superior and others inferior. The lifestyle,
traditions, and afflictions of individuals within the
same social class are similar. That is the rationale
behind their stronger attachment to their social class.
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Prior to the arrival of the British, Indian society was
self-reliant and autonomous. Rural society was
predominantly controlled by the caste and family
institution. The self-sufficiency of the villages was
eradicated during the British colonial era. Rural
society underwent transformation as a result of
industrialization. It had an impact on the social
hierarchy. However, throughout this process of
transformation, the primary occupation of society
remained unchanged, which was agriculture. The
phenomenon of class discrimination, characterized
by the division of society into higher, middle, and
lower classes, is also observed in rural areas.
However, the rural stratification is primarily
determined by agricultural activities. The rural society
exhibits the presence of the following classes.

1) Zamindars and large landowners:

Zamindars and large landholders belong to the
affluent and prosperous class. This category
possesses over 50 acres of land, despite being a
small minority, comprising only 1% of the rural
population. They exert significant influence over
various domains such as politics, economics, and
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Social. This class possesses both power and wealth,
and holds a high social status. This society
embraces a contemporary way of life and fully
relishes the advantages of all the highly developed
urban amenities. Certain Zamindars are descendants
of the Watandars and Inamdars from the medieval
era. Following independence, the government
implemented a land ceiling act in order to address
the inequitable distribution of land. However, the
existence of legal loopholes enabled the Zamindars
to retain a significant amount of land, leading to an
unequal distribution of wealth in rural society.

2) Financial lenders and merchants:

INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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Moneylenders and traders hold a position of power
and influence in rural communities. Money lenders
provide loans in exchange for land used as
collateral. Rural society relies on this form of money
lending or loan, as it is readily available upon
request. In order to settle the debt, the farmers are
required to sell their agricultural products to the
creditor. The money lenders acquire agricultural
products from the farmers at a significantly reduced
cost and subsequently resell them to others at a
considerably inflated price. The depiction of the rural
society shows a contrast between affluent money
lenders and impoverished farmers. The traders
provide loans to the farmers prior to the
commencement of the harvesting season. Following
the harvest, farmers are obligated to sell their
produce exclusively to traders, who determine the
price at which they will purchase the crops. A
burgeoning group of financiers and merchants is
exerting significant influence over the rural
community.

3) Individuals with moderate-sized land holdings:
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This category includes farmers who own land
holdings exceeding 5 acres. Approximately 50-55%
of farmers fall into this category. Agriculture is not
advantageous because a larger portion of the land is
arid due to the absence of irrigation infrastructure.
The agricultural output of these farmers is lower than
that of the large landowners. Despite not receiving
any financial gain from this occupation, their
economic situation is prosperous.

4) Small-scale agricultural producers:

This category includes farmers who possess land
holdings of less than 5 acres. The majority of farmers
possess a landholding of one acre or less. Minimal
land holdings result in lower income generation.
Consequently, meeting the fundamental needs of the
family becomes exceedingly challenging.
Consequently, they have no choice but to borrow
money from lenders. The economic situation of this
group is unfavorable, often necessitating them to
work as laborers in other sectors. They hold a
subordinate position in the agricultural profession.
There is a higher prevalence of indebtedness in this
particular category.

5) Individuals who do not own any land and work as
laborers.
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This category represents the final tier of the rural
class structure. The proportion of agricultural laborers
without land is the highestin the

Remote regions. Due to their lack of land ownership,
they are compelled to labor on the farms belonging to
others. Certain laborers are employed permanently at
the Zamindar's estate, while others are employed on
a temporary basis. Permanently employed laborers
endure abject living conditions, which can be
described as a state of poverty. Their status is akin to
that of an uncompensated laborer who is compelled
to work. The condition of temporary laborers is
relatively superior to that of permanent laborers,
although it is still not optimal. Temporary laborers
have autonomy in selecting their work. Agricultural
laborers in rural areas have employment exclusively
during the specific season. During periods of drought
and famine, individuals are unable to find
employment due to the unfavorable conditions.
Consequently, their condition worsens even more.
They hold a position of low social standing. The
landless agricultural laborers in rural areas are
characterized by ignorance, illiteracy, unemployment,
and inadequate nutrition.
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In rural areas, the caste structure holds greater
influence than the class structure. The caste system
exerts dominance over the class system. This is the
rationale behind the observation that individuals
belonging to the upper social strata are considered of
higher caste, whereas those from the lower social
strata are regarded as of inferior class.

Assess your current level of advancement

The class structure in rural society refers to the
hierarchical organization of individuals based on
their social and economic status. It encompasses the
division of people into different social classes, such
as the upper class, middle class, and lower class,
based on factors such as wealth, occupation, and
education.

FACTORS INFLUENCING
THE TRANSFORMATION
OF CASTE INTO CLASS IN
RURAL SOCIETY

(1) Government policy -
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According to Breeman, the government's policy is to
impoverish agricultural labor. The green revolution,
white revolution, irrigation, and electric supply have
predominantly benefited large-scale farmers. Indeed,
the advantages of development programs have
predominantly been monopolized by the prominent
landowners. The increase in agricultural capitalism
can be attributed to government policies. Breman
asserts that the nationalist movement preceding
independence, as well as the leading political
parties, have actively fostered agricultural capitalism.

(2) Relationship between caste and class:

The analysis of rural caste and class has been
examined from both Weberian and Marxian
viewpoints. However, attempting to solely utilize a
Marxian perspective to comprehend the class
structure will not yield successful results. Caste and
class are intertwined in India's rural society. Gail
Omvedt contends that caste system harbors feudal
influences, leading to the transformation of former
landlords, zamindars, and jagirdars into capitalist
peasants. This implies that the previous social
groups with higher status have now transformed into
the upper echelons of society.

169


https://app.designrr.io/projectHtml/1665695?token=0b035f83b2bfda7700982376bfc541fc&embed_fonts=&pdf=1

INTRODUCTION TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Although there are variations in the results, it is
undeniable that rural castes are undergoing a
definite transformation into social classes. Omvedt
views caste as a feudal institution that transforms into
a capitalist class.

(3) Dominant castes were substituted:

M.N. emerged in the 1960s. Srinivas introduced the
concept of the dominant caste. However, it has
significantly diminished in significance in the present
day. The large landowners, who have relocated to
urban and industrial areas, have embraced
alternative sources of revenue or have been
dispossessed of their land as a result of ceiling
regulations.

Their hegemony in the village has been undermined
by various factors. K.L. Sharma asserts that the
authority held by the previous ruling class, such as
zamindars and jagirdars, has diminished as a result
of the elimination of the feudal system.
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Conversely, individuals belonging to marginalized
groups have gained newfound influence through
democratic institutions. The newfound empowerment
of marginalized groups has placed them in direct
competition with the previously dominant power
elites. The empirical evidence shows that the
dominant castes have lost their traditional authority to
govern the village or sustain the functioning of the
rural system. The dominant castes are consequently
supplanted by novel power elites.

(4) The combination of caste, land, and politics
determines social class.

Caste encompasses not only a hierarchical social
system, but also has significant connections to land
ownership and political dynamics. From this
standpoint, the concept of a class is also inherent
within a class. The utilization of land entails a
dynamic relationship between the proprietor of the
land and the individual responsible for cultivating it.

The power is also intrinsic to the caste. When
examining caste in the evolving context, it is crucial
to consider the interplay between caste hierarchy, the
concepts of purity and pollution, and the land
ownership and power dynamics of specific castes.
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When there are changes in land ownership and
political power, the caste system also experiences
corresponding changes that are connected to social
class. In contemporary politics, the caste group
naturally assumes the role of a class due to the
competing demands of each group.

Therefore, political and economic factors transform a
social group based on hereditary status into a social
group based on economic position.

Both caste and class serve as means to acquire
political power. After acquiring political power, it
becomes an additional asset for strengthening and
enhancing one's social status and class positions.
The contemporary dynamics of land, caste, and
politics in Indian villages are characterized by a
distinct interconnection.

When a social hierarchy based on caste transitions
into a social hierarchy based on economic class, the
resulting conflict can be understood as a form of
caste warfare.

(5) The capitalist mode of production transformed the
caste system into a social class structure.
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Undoubtedly, agricultural production in rural India
has experienced a significant surge over the past five
decades. The advent of the Green Revolution has
occurred. The term "Green revolution” refers to the
adoption of chemical fertilizers and the cultivation of
high-yielding crop varieties in agricultural production.
The implementation of the green revolution, along
with the introduction of new technology, has
significantly transformed the agricultural production
methods.

Only large-scale farmers with the financial capacity to
invest in agricultural production can effectively utilize
advanced technology, new high-yielding varieties,
and chemical fertilizers. This agricultural innovation
has fundamentally transformed the entire process of
production, leading to the rise of capitalism in the
agricultural sector. This variant of capitalism has
transformed the rural caste system into a rural class
system. Examining the transition from caste to class
in agrarian society, K.L. Sharma astutely observes:
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The implementation of capitalism in agriculture has
exacerbated the existing division within the rural
class structure, creating a greater contrast between
the wealthy and the impoverished, the powerful and
the vulnerable, and the higher and lower social
segments. Additionally, this has led to a redefinition
of the relationship between these segments and the
state, favoring those who benefit from the state's
policies and programs.

(6) Several nascent agricultural categories are
emerging in rural India:

In the previous pages, we have discussed the social
formations that have converted the caste system into
a class system. This process has been investigated
by numerous rural sociologists and sociologists.
However, certain social scientists who have focused
solely on agricultural classes have introduced a
novel categorization of agricultural castes.

These classes do not disrupt the hierarchical social
system based on caste in rural society. The castes
operate autonomously within the villages. Within the
realm of agricultural production or the peasantry as a
whole, various classes exist. These classes are
specifically focused on agriculture. Put simply, land
ownership has always been unequal in rural India.
Variations in land size have led to the formation of
distinct agricultural classes within rural society.
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